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And thou, Solomon, my /on, know thou the God of thy father, 

and ſerve him with a perfect heart, and a willing mind ; 
for the Lord ſearcheth all hearts,” and underſiandeth all 
imaginations of the thoughts. If thou ſeek bim, he will be 


found of thee ; but if thou : forſake him, he will 1955 thee * | 
for ever. 1 Chron. xxviii. . 
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FROM A 


_ Dear Sox, _ 


O now, through the NY of Goa, 


come to thoſe years, wherein it is juſtly de | 


ed you ſhould perform the ſeveral duties in- 
cumbent on you, and fill up your ſtation in life; be- 

cauſe it is reaſonable and fit, and worthy a rational 
mind; and not only becauſe you are obliged by thoſe 
who have the authority over you. And indeed the ut- 
moſt your deareſt friends can now do for. you, is.to ad- 
viſe and direct you ; but the real benefit and advantage 


you will receive . muſt wholly depend. upon 
yourſelf. 


A 2 Yet 


1 5 A LETTER rom 4 | 


1 2 . Y nance. to hich: I am 
obliged. by ay the ſtrong 855 of love and duty z Tall, 
3 the - EW affiſtance,, as occaſion offers, write to 
you off fuch fubjedts a as may inſtruct your vo. Ard 
lead you into the early habits of religion and virtue; 
that ſo you may paſs calmly and innocently through _ 
this ſtate, and having done the will of God here, may 
be fitted to ſerve him in an eternal happy W 


And as, in the firſt place, his gracious aid od aſſiſt- 
ance is abſolutely neceſſary both for our preſervation and 
happineſs ;*ſg I exhort you conffantly to implore the 
aid of his good Spirit, to Jead you into all uſeſul truth, 
and to aſſiſt you in the ſteady and uniform practice of 
it. To which end, I alſo addreſs myſelf to the Father of 
ſpirits, the only true God, through our only Mediator 
Jeſus Chriſt, intreating that he would direct your ſteps | 
in the paths of righteouſneſs, and peace; that he would 

endue you with a teachable mind and pure heart ; that 
you may poſſeſs a meek and peaceable diſpoſttion; and 
that your breaſt may glow with love and benevolence 
to all, in patience reſigning yourſelf to his holy will, 
and obeying his precepts with the greateſt alacrity; and 
that you may be preſerved from the defilements of this 
preſent evil world: that ſo having ferved our God 
with the utmoſt ſincerity, we may have a joyful meet- 
ing in the manſions of love and e never to fart 
again. 950 „ 


And ſince ſerious thought od reflection is the rt 
ſtep by which we are qualified for proper action, and 

whereby our duty becomes our pleaſure; let me there. 
fore both intreat and 5177 you, to ſpend ſome ſmall 
part of every day, though it be but half an hour, in re- 
tired ſaber conſideration, And whereas our great Lord 
and Lawgiver Jeſus Chriſt has given us a moſt full and 


An 


FAT HE R fo 2.5 ON. | 
diſtinct body of laws for our rule of action, fo I know 
nothing that can have fo powerful a tendency to the 
perfect ing your judgment, and influencing your life, as 
the meditating on his difcourſes as given by the Evange- 
liſts, which are able to make you wiſe to falvation ; and 
particularly the th, 6th and 7th Chapters of Matthew, 
which contain the beſt directions that were ever given 
to the human race; wherein every rule is laid down, 
both for ennobling our minds, and regulating our ac- 
tions, and the whole inculcated in the moſt plain and 
forcible manner: I can therefore propoſe nothing fo 
proper for your firſt meditations, as that moſt excel. 
lent and important body of Rs which 97 85 will iy 

in that Wer mne ' 


And 5 the firſt beginning of every part of bew 
ledge is attended with ſome difficulty, I ſhall, as oppor- 
tunity offers, ſend you an eaſy paraphraſe on the text, 
with ſuch reflections as are adapted to it; which I 
hope will, by the bleſſing of God, put you in a method 
© OF in it through the other parts of divine write 


But know, my ſon, that ſpeculation is is not religion, 
though it is the way to it; for we mult firſt know that 
G is, and that he is a rewarder of thaſe who artgent'y 
ſeek him, before We -ſhall fer ourſelves. to ſeek him in 
carneſt ; yet it is not a clear head, but a good diſpoſition, 
that eee us to God, and intereſts us in his fa- 
vour. If you hope to be the better for theſe divine 
truths, they muſt enter into your heart, and take poſ- 
ſeſſion of it: they muſt become a vital principle, pro- 
ducing the fruits of holineſs, purity and gvodneſs, thro? 
your whole life, 


— P 


= A LETTER, Ce. 


The great end of theſe ſublime precepts is, to EY 
the whole man with that wiſdom which is from above, 
pure and peaceable ; to prepare you, through the aid of 

that kind Spirit, who will ever aſſiſt the humble and 
teachable mind, that you may become a holy temple 


for God to dwell in, whilſt you are raiſed above all the 


falſe amuſements of ſenſitive life : whereby you will en- 
Joy. even here an inconceivable felicity, which derives 
its ſpring from the God and Father of all, who endures 


for ever, and therefore ſhall * increaſe thro' 
the ages of eternity. 


T ſhall now begin with the 5th Chapter of St. Mor- 


thew, but to make the connexion eaſy, I muſt a little 


look back to the foregoing account, contained in the 
latter part of the 4th . 
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efus Save: Aer a convenient — 88 
3 to attend him in his miniſiny, firſt travels with 
them all over \Gallilee ; openly: ering g the pe people, 
to prepare, by repentance, and 4 fe," for the're- 
2 e 1 om of heaven, 25 to at hand 
(er in other words) of the promiſed "Meſſiah, the great 
RG N was to ame; and whom my fo * 

expected. 

And — he might nene ge his di iſciples, who were to 
att under bim inthe — this doctrine, and awaket: 
bis auditors to a thorough reformation, bes performed in 
every place a great number of kind and beneficent mi- 
n by a n en all e di ne mae 


he came. 
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AN iD ſeeing 17 WE SE e fa 
the multi- ances having drawn a great. 
tudes, he went up number of people about him, ſo that 
Into a mountain: he Was One by them; 3 which ta 
W; i avoid, 2 
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4 PARAPHRASE on. ” Chap. V. 


2 when he was avoid, and chat he might the more 
his "T7 -conveniently: inſtruct his diſciples 
ED unto him. --whole aſſiſtance would. gow ik 
to be wanted, he retired to the top 
oa in, whers the crowd cou, n 
incommode him; where having ſeat- 
ed himſelf after the manner of the 
Jewiſh doctors, when they were 
about to teach their ſcholars, and 
3 ; „being ſurrounded, by his diſeiples, 400 
% 397” SH ay the many others as. were diſpoſed 
. hear him, | 
2 And heopen- 2 He inſtructed them in the laws 


ed his mouth, and of the Meſſiah's kingdom, and the 


taught them, ſay- neceſſary diſpoſition of mind _ 


8 te for their admiſſion ig6v i, +, iT 
The s 0 b FLO v V. "or private reflection, 
on _ Foregoing part, 

£2 "Jp? £ *n,5 . eee e 


Think : now, O my ſoul, with thyſelf, who this * 
ſus is, who comes with ſich authority and goodneſs to 
inſtruct-mankind ; behold in him that moſt excellent 
perſon, who was the mimiſter of the Father in making 
the worlds, This is he who was promiſed to Abrum and 
the patriarchs, the great dehverer-who was to wome 3 
that ſeed of the woman, in whom all the nations of 
the earth ſhould: be bleſſeil, hu ĩs declared the 
neſs of his Father's glory, and the expreſs image of) his 
perſon, . This is he W converſed with abraham and 
Moſes; the angel of the covenant in whom the name 
of God was. "Behold i in him, that beneficent being, 
who though arrayed with light as a garment, and in the 
form of God, yet, for the lake of the fallen rade of 
men, condeſcended to lay aſide his glory, and ſubmit- 
ted to dwell in a human body, incompaſſed with all 
the ſinleſs infirmꝭ ties of the human make, that he might 
in himſelf ſet us an example of patience, meekneſs, 
and reſignation to the will of God; and having im- 
ployed a life of forrow and reproach, in the moſt kind 
and compaſſionate actions, at length ſubmitted to the 
moſt death of the croſs, that we through e 

might 


OY 


Chap. V. MATTHEW. 9 


might be reſtored to the favour of God, and obtain eter- 


nal feſicĩt :; * 0 x 
This is the Lamb of God, who hath overcome the 
angel of death, opened the priſon of departed ſouls, and 
by his glorious reſurrection demonſtrated his dominion 
over the grave; who having all power committed into 
his hands, both in heaven and in earth, and under the 
earth, is triumphantly aſcended te the right-hand of 
imperial glory and majeſty, above the higheſt heavens; 
from whence he will come in the moſt ſolemn and au- 
guſt manner to render to myſelf, and all mankind, ac- 
cording to our works; either wrath, indignation, and 
Hery vengeance, which ſhall devour the wicked; or a 
glorious and happy immortality, united with, and join= 
ed to, the ever bleſſed ſociety of the only living and 
true God, the fountain and origin of all goodneſs, 
and of the Lamb, who has loved us, and died for us; 
together with the glorious company of angels and arch- 
3 and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, 
iſten then, O my ſou], to his laws; be they the 


rule of thy obedience. Let no dangers affright, no 


difficulties diſcourage, nor allurements intice thee; but, 
through the aid of his good Spirit, following his exam- 
ple, and continuing patient in well-doing, obtain the 
prize of eternal life. „ SPE TER} Ja» 0" IHR 


| 3Blefſedarethe | 4 Bleſſed are all thoſe who are of 


poorinſpiritz*for à humble and teachable diſpoſition, 
theirs is the king- willing to examine what is offered to 
dom ef heaven. them for truth, and are ready chear- 
HE - fully to receive it on their being con- 
inced of it; who eſteem it beyond 


* 
F 5 


. * * 4 as „* 
— _ 


© * The phraſe (poor in ſpirit) muf? here /ignify a teachable 
diſpoſition, and the fenſe determines it. Our Savicur is about 
to erect a new legiflation '; what is the firſt ſtep to bring men tb 
Jubmit to it, bat a' decile temper, accompanied with a love 6 
truth Aud it vas alone the avant of it, that made the Jews 
reject the Chriſtian inſtitution ; the want of this diſpoſition made 
the Phariſees /ay (4vhen dur Lord had produced the higheſt proof 
of bis divine mifjion} he cafts _ demans by Beelzebab. | 
L 5 | the 
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10 A PARAPHRASE on Chap. V. 


| the riches and glory of this world; 
and are willing to part with ee 
preſent enjoyment for its ſake. Bleſ- 
ſed, I ſay, are all ſuch as have the 
proper temper of mind neceſſary to 
introduce them into the kingdom of 
the Meſſiah here, which will inſure 
to them an eternal and ever bleſſed 
eſtabliſnment in his heavenly king- 
dom hereafter, | D 


$SOLILOQUY. 
| Attend, O my ſoul, to the voice of thy Lord; let 


| His words be rooted in thy heart: weigh well the im- 


portance of them, and let their beauty and wiſdom pre- 
vail over thee. Say, what demonſtration couldſt thou 
give of thy unfeigned love to thy God, and ſteady ad- 
herence to the Lamb, if any thing can divert thee from 
attending to his will? And what proof canſt thou pro- 
duce of thy attachment to truth, and of thy ſincere 
regard for her ititereſt, if tranſitory views can make 
thee reject her? No, if I will be intereſted in the fa- 
vour of God, and his Meſſiah, I muſt acquaint my- 
ſelf with his laws; if I hope for a reſt in his ever-blef= 


| ſed kingdom, I muſt ſuffer no temporal inconvenience 


to turn me from a ſteady obedience ? 


Is then a teachable temper the firſt ſtep to my being 
a Chriſtian? is this diſpoſition abſolutely neceſſary to 


procure me the favour of God, and to enter me a 


diſciple of the holy Jeſus? is a ſincere love of truth, 
and a ſteady adherence to her under every circumſtance 
of life, the only preſcribed method for the obtaining 


eternal felicity ? how diligent ſhould I then be to guard 


againſt an immederate love of the pleaſures of this life, 
or a dread of the evils of it? how careful to divelt my- 
ſelf of all attachment to a party, or regard to the ap- 
plauſes of an intereſt? and how ought 1 to confirm my= 
ſelf againſt the fear of the cenſures of men, and the 
cruel reproach of the zealous bigot ? | 

An impartial examination may | coſt me the love of 
my friends, and neareſt relations; it may make me be 
= N | | ſpoke 


Chap. v. MATTHEW. 11 
ſpoke of with deteſtatien and abhorrence; it may 
throw me from ſociety, and diveſt me of human con- 
verſation; it may ſhackle my bands and my feet, and 
lay me in the loweſt dungeon ; the ax and the gibbet 
may be prepared, and the fire may be kindled to con- 

ſume me: Vet how dreadful ſoever the proſpect may 
appear, this is the path preſcribed to the heavenly Ca- 
naan; this is the marked out way to the new FJeruſa- 
lem? heaven and immortality cloſe the ſcene, and the 
Saviour of the world paſſed it before nme. 
Then be not caſt down, O my ' ſoul, let not the 
terrors of the world affright thee; for truth is above 
all, and greatly to be ſought, and eternally happy will 
be all thoſe who find her. 1 » 4: 


4 Bleſſed are 4 Bleſſed are all they who lament 
they that mourn: their ſins and iniquities; who from a 
for they ſhall be true ſorrow for their paſt faults, for- 
comforted. - ſake them with ning and ab- 

5d horrence. As alſo are all thoſe who 
labouring under the evils of this life, 
patiently ſubmit to the will of God; 
and had rather indure their preſent _ 
afflictions, than relieve themſelves by 
any criminal practices. To all ſuch 
I bring an inſtitution of ſupport and 
comfort, from the aſſurance it af- 
fords both of the pardon of their fins, 
and the favour of God here, with. 
tneir ſure admiſſion into the kingdom 
of glory hereafter. Bs . 


s O LILO Qu v. 


How amiable muſt that inſtitution appear, which 
makes proviſion for a whole order of beings, and 
brings relief to a ſinful and afflicted world? Such is the 
Chriſtian conſtitution, in every part ſuited to our wants, 
and in a way worthy its divine author. Its contents are 
no leſs than the pardon of an offending race, and the 
reſtoring of man to his God. And upon how kind 
and compaſſionate terms OY & ſincere mourning for 


— 
e 
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12 A PANATURASE un Chap, V 
our offences, and forſaking ſuch actions as muſt ne- 
ceſſarily make us miſerable; and at the ſame time 
greatly incouraging the patient ſufferer to a reſolute con- 


tinuance in well-doing, to hold faſt faith and patience 


under every difficulty of the human life, with a full 
aſſurance, that in the cloſing of the ſcene, all the pangs 
of heart, and agonies they have ſuſtained, ſhall but 
introduce their greateſt good. i een 
Attend then, O my ſoul, to this moſt important de- 
claration, and give it its utmoſt force; ſeriouſly reflect 


on thy ſtate, and place thy cireumſtances in the ſtrong- 


eſt light. Think over the ſad effects of deviating from 
the laws of thy Creator, and violating thy obligations 
to thy God. Tremble at the; deſtruction before thee | 
the eternal ruin to which thou hadſt betrayed thyſelf | 


death ready to ſeize thee ! the pit open to receive thee ! . 


no help! no interceſſor to interpoſe between thee and 
offended juftice ! when pardon is: proclaimed by the 
Only-begotten of the Father full of grace and truth-: 
That moſt kind and benefticent being, whoſe boſom 
glows with all his Father's goadneſs, hath openly pro- 
nounced the ſincere mourner for his offences biedee 
and proclaimed comfort to the broken ſpirit, and the 
contrite heart. = 5 
Incouraged then by ſuch a profuſion of goodneſs, take 
arms againſt thy iniquities; let thy tranſgreſſions be thy 
only deteſtation. They alone can deprive thee of the 
favour of thy God, and make thee to dread thy ap- 
pearing before him; thy luſts only can make thee to fly 
the preſence of thy Lord, from whom all- happineſs 
ſprings, and whoſe approbation is the creature's ſupreme 
pod... 
- Awake then to righteouſneſs, and ſin no more; 
whilſt a genuine ſorrow for paſt tranſgreſſions, and a 
renewed obedicnce for the time to come, demonſtrate 


the true penitent and ſincere Chriſtian, 


5 Bleſſed are the 5 Bleſſed are all thoſe who are of 


meek: for they an inoffenſive and harmleſs diſpoſi- 
ſhall inherit the tion; who by a gentle and mild be- 
earth. haviour, prevent all occaſion of ani- 
moſities and quarrels; ſuch ſhall not 

8 only 
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Chap. V. M.4 . 75 H E NF. 13 
only in the general be ſecured in the 
_ quiet poſſeſſion of what providence 
haas kindly allotted them here, but 
LL +... they ſhall be admitted into that new 
| darth, which ſhall take place on the 
deſtruction of this preſent evil world, 
. 'where love and peace ſhall inhabit 
forever Tio” ) OR Rd 


N ' 5 2 23 7 : 58 
f 18595 * ane 


Beflect, O my ſoul, on this amiable diſpoſition, for 
which the happy poſſeſſor is pronounced bleſſed by the 
Son of God himſelf. What is the temper of mind I 
am hereby required to cultivate ? and what is the prac- 
tice expected from me, but what directly tends to make 
me happy both here and hereafter ?. Where is the man 
who loves not the meek and quiet mind? Who would 
hurt the inoffenſwe man? What wreich fo abandoned 
as to injure ancther, becauſe he knows he retires from 
contention, and will not return the injury! 

This bleſſed temper unites mankind in its defence, 
and gives us all the ſecurity of a quiet and calm paſſage 
through this troubleſome life, as the nature of this ſtatæ 
will admit; whilſt its happy poſſeſſor enjoys a tran- 
_quility. within, far, far ſuperior to all the pomp and 
ſhew of worldly greatn ess. 

Such, O my ſoul, is the natural tendency: of this 
lovely virtue, as it ſtands connected with this preſent 
ſtate; but the great diſpenſer of the divine will bas 
inlarged the view, and heightened the glorious ſcene. 

This moſt excellent perſon, wha has reſtored life and 
immortality to man, has opened to us a moſt durable 
Kate, where righteouſneſs and peace ſhall dwell for ever. 
This divine embaſſador has aſſured the meek and lowly, 
a ſure habitation, a firm and permanent abode, when 
this preſent earth ſhall be diſſolved; and the proud, 
the inſolent, and contentious, ſhall be utterly con- 
ſumed. $31 5 Et 1796.14 AE. 
Incouraged by this delightful proſpect, ariſe to the 
combat; guard againſt thy paſſions, reſtrain thy deſires, 

root out every turbulent and unruly thought; let anger 
481 of and 
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"downing of ſocial life? what, but that he ſhould be 


the foundation of mutual truſt and confidence, and the 


Son of God hath pronounced the poſſeſlor bleſſed; in- 
couraged by the moſt comfortable promiſe, that if I. 


14 A Pazxarnunase en Chap. V. 
and wrath have no place in thy boſom ; that when that 
new earth ſhall appear, wherein nothing that offends. 
ſhall be permitted to enter, thou mayſt have an abun- 


dant entrance, and an exalted Nation, in the Meſſiah's 
kingdom of 228 righteouſneſs, and peace. 


6 Bleſſed are 6 Bleſſed are all they who make 
they which do it their earneſt deſire and conſtant 


hunger and thirſt care, to lead a ſtrictly religious and 
after righteouf- 


G: for, 0 I jaſt life; who from a pious ſenſe of 
d led. er "het duty to God, perpetually do to 
: all men as they would have others do 

to them: for all ſuch, by the goods 
neſs and favour of God, ſhall be aſ- 
ſiſted with ſufficient means for the 
98 | _ attaining the habits of righteouſneſs 
x here; and by having thoſe habits 
55 perfected, be qualified for the moſt 
b | exalted ſtations in the other np : 


SOLILOQUY. 


What! is it, O man, thou requireſt of 7h _ 
ur? what are the conditions on which thou deſireſt the 


Py 


true to his word, juſt in his dealings, faithful and ho- 
neſt in all his an Theſe are the bands of ſociety, 


great cement of friendſhip. Without theſe, univerſal 
diffidence and miſtruſt. will obtain, diſorder and con- 
fuſion take place, and excited by lawleſs paſſions and 
unreſtrained deſires, the whole human race muſt be. 
come a band of infernals. 

Do I ſtand convinced of theſe important truths, - 
and ſhall not a well regulated and juſt temper of mind 
be my conſtant care? Shall my daily food be more dili- 
gently ſought, than this diſpoſition be cultivated ? A, 
diſpolition ſo reaſonable in itſelf, and for which the. 


will ſincerely and carefully ſeek after 1 5 ] ſhall pofleis 
it in the higheſt degree. 


Warmed, 


Chap, V. MATT HE N. 15 
Warmed, O my ſoul, by fo gracious a declaration, 
awake all thy powers; be ſuperior to any preſent al- 
lurements, and greatly oppoſe all private views, and 
partial deſires. Let no temptation break in upon thy 
ncerity, nor lead thee to an unjuſt action. 
Think with thyſelf, am La man, and ſhall I break 
through all the obligations of humanity? Would 1 
throw off another with contempt and abhorrence for 
fraud and injuſtice, and ſhall I be deceitful and trea- 
cherous? Do I believe myſelf accountable for my actions, 
and (hall I violate the very firſt law of my make and 
conſtitution, which muſt expoſe me to the ſevereſt pu 
niſhment? Do I call myſelf a Chriſtian, and has my 
Lord and Maſter placed ſuch a reward before me, and 
ſhall I think any diligence too great, for the acquiſition 
of ſo neceſſary & virtue? a virtue on which the happi- 
neſs of the whole rational creation depends. Can I be 
qualified for an eternal happy duration, unleſs I am ſu- 
perior to every unrighteous action, and diſcharge the 
truſt committed to me with unſhaken fidelity? 
Attend then to thy duty; deſpiſe the vain and pe- 
riſhing pleaſures of unrighteouſneſs, which will affuredly 
end in everlaſting ſhame and contempt. _ But the up- 
right ſhall be for ever bleſſed, he ſhall be crowned in 
the day of righteous retribution ; he ſhall lift up his 
head with unſpeakable joy, and there ſhall be none to 
make him afraid. | Purſue then both thy duty and in- 
tereſt; thy duty is pleaſant, and thy reward inexpreſſible. 
True glory and honour attend thee, a bleſſed eternity 
opens before thee, and the blame is only thy own if 
thou doſt not obtain them. | | e 


7 Bleſſed are the 7 Bleſſed are they who are of a 
merciful: for they compaſſionate and forgiving temper, 
thall obtain mer- ready both chearfully to relieve the 
c. neceſſities of their fellow - creatures, 

| and heartily to forgive the injuries 

22 receive from them. Such a diſ- 
poſition will recommend them to the 
divine favour, and render them pro- 
per ſulyects of his grace and mercy. 
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Think, O my ſoul, on thy circumſtances in life, 
and the ſtation in which thy maker has placed thee 
and what can appear equally amiable with the precept 
before thee. 1 1 TE CLRTTIS! 
© Dol carry a body about me, liable to innumerable 
evils, from which no affluence of fortune can ſecure 
me? Do I ſtand in need of various helps and aſſiſtances 
from my fellow-creatures, with whom my very make 


_ unites me? Does the ſummer's heat and the cold of win- 


ter equally affect us? and are we all alike ſubject to 
thirſt and hunger, grief and pain, and ſtand expoſed to 
the ſame common enemies? What then can be more 
beautiful, both in the natural and moral world, than 
dur joint concurrence againſt the ills of life, mutually 
aſſiſting one another? 35 e 
Do I poſſeſs any temporal advantage above another? 
what uſe can I make of it, that will turn ſo much to 
my own profit, as the relieving my diſtreſſed neigh- 


bour? What ſenſual gratification can warm my mind, 


and fill it with that pure and durable pleaſure, as to 
ſee the diſſolving ſoul flowing in tears of unfeigned joy, 
from the tranſported breaft of my poor brother, raiſed 
by my mite from the depth of ſorrow, and the moſt 
agonizing woe, to extaſy and bliſs? Who can behold 
the little family round their tranſported parents, lift up 
their infant hands to heaven, and call down all the 
bleſſings of this promiſe on their kind benefactor, with- 
out injoying that true felicity which takes its rife from 
heaven? | | | | 
How ſtrongly are we called upon by our Judge him- 
ſelf to the performance of this amiable virtue? and what 
aſlurance hath he given us, that the greateſt bleſlings 
ſhall attend its practice? who whilſt he obliges us to 
ſupport the diſtreſſed, and comfort the deſolate, hath 
folemnly aſſured us, that no act of kindneſs ſhall loſe 
its reward, and that the cloathing the naked, and feed- 
ing the hungry, ſhall intitle us to that happy ſentence. 
Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 


pared for you. 
8 Do 


Ce | 


Do I alſo find myſelf a very imperfe& and faulty be- 
ing, ſubject to great miſtakes, and influenced by 
ſtrong paſſions, apt to miſguide and hurt me; who, - 
after all. my care to form my conduct, regulate my 
affections; and bring my body in ſubjection, muſt con- 
feſs that in many things I daily fail, aud fall far ſhort 
of acting up even to my own better knowledge, and 
too often offend through folly and raſhneſs againſt my 
neighbour? "2200 | 5 8 
-., Shall I then dare to be ſevere in cenſuring of others, 
when I alſo am guilty myſelf? Do I expect the kindeſt 
llowances to be made for my own faults, and ſhall 
[ heighten the weakneſſes of my brother, of whoſe 
temptations or ignorance I am no judge? Certainly our 
very make forbids it, and humanity itſelf commands 
the contrary, And were our views to extend no fur- 
ther, yet our common infirmities point out the for- 
bearance we ſhould exerciſe to one another. | 
But the proſpect opens; the Saviour of the world has 
united our future with our preſent intereſt : he has aſ- 
ſured us, that as we judge, we ſhall be judged; and that 
the ſame meaſure we mete, fhall be meaſured to us again c 
that if we will not forgive our brother his hundred pence, 
the ten thouſand talents that we owe ſhall not be forgiven ;. 
but that if we will remit our brother his few and ſmall 
offences againſt ourſelves, our very many and great offences 
againſt God ſhall alſo be remitted. 
Say now, O my ſoul, art thou aſſured that on thy 
compliance with this wiſe command, thy offences ſhall 
be forgiven, and thyſelf ſecured of the favour of thy 
God ; and wilt thou not call forth all thy powers, that 
thou mayſt be found in the ſtrict performance of this 
kind injunQiion ?. | TRIES od 
Shall the only-begotten Son of God, the expreſs image 
of the one ſupreme, no way liable to pain or ſufferings z 
ſhall this moſt excellent perſon leave the realms of bliſs 
and glory, and for our ſakes dwell in a mortal body, 
and ſubject himſelf to all the ſorrows of the human life; 
and ſhall I be wanting kindly to aſliſt againſt the com- 
mon evils that aſſault our make? „ 


Shall the Prince of peace, the appointed Judge of all, 


make all the kind conceſſions for a faulty World, of 
ds = ; wjhich 


l! 1s A Pararinace + hab V. 


qt? : 2 1 a PIE „ 
1 which myſelf am part; and ſhall I dare imperiouſly to 
YH Judge ay brother, and thereby aſcertain my own judyg- 
lit Ed och | Hi 5 908. v1 Cillng ee 
. Guard then, O my foul,” againſt x mereileſs diſps- 
Mt fition and a cenſorious temper, aid by the conſtant prac- 
it | tice of charity and forgiveneſs, acquire thoſe delightful 
10 Habits, without which thou will be for ever excluded the 
"nt Meſfiah's kingdo mn. vo e Du 
1 7 
1 | 8 Bleſſed are te 8 Bleſſed are all they who are free 
wot Pure in heart: for from all hypocriſy and uncleannefs ; 
FI they ſhallſee God. and who preſerve themſel ves, body, 
Thi foul, and ſpirit, pure and undefiled : 
{8 BF | to ſuch perſons God will moſt clearly 
1H e | manifeſt himſelf in this life, and the 
141 8 ſhall have a more immediate aec 
16 to his glorious preſence in the other. 
1 How excellent muſt be that religion, whoſe imme: 
08 dlate tendency is to fpirityalize our natures, and take 
"Fo us off from thoſe ſenſitive enjoyments which are but of 
1 a moment's continuance, and fubſtitute in their room 
5 | the worthy habits of reaſon. and virtue, which neceſ- 
FER | farily advance the pure mind de the higheſt dignity, and 
1 fit it for an eternal enjoyment of the God and Father of 
1 all, in whoſe preſerce is fullneſs of joy, and at whaſe right 
1 hand are pleaſures for evermore ? | g 
i : Such, O my ſoul, is the Chriſtian religion; a religion 
FAY truly ſpiritual, reaching the hearts and conſciences of 
1 men; whoſe calls are to improve every power of the 
I; 4 mind, and to enoble every faculty; to acquire habits 
Th whoſe native tendency. is joy and peace; and ſuch in 
TH particular is the injunction before thee. 
1 What is it, O my ſoul, thou panteſt after? what 
"Fry doſt thou crave as thy chief good? but that thou mayſt 
| q [ be admitted to thy creator's preſence, and be approved 
1709 dy the righteous governour of the world. ; 
1 Behold the wiſhed- for path, the way marked out by 
11 the great inſtructor of mankind, the Saviour of 
118 the world, ſent down from heaven to point out 
ll! _ 
788 
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Chap. V. MATTHEW 19 
bliſs and immortality to man; and what doth our Lord 
xequire of us, but that we greatly exert our powers, 
examine faithfully, and judge impartially, that we 
may be freed from the mercileſs, tyranny of craving ap- 
petites and lawleſs paſſions, be delivered from every 
falſe biaſs, that turns us from our duty and true inte- 
xeſt ; that we ſhould. attain. to- a pure and intellectual 
life, unblemiſhed in thought, and blameleſs in action, 
clear from every ſtain of baſeneſs and deceit, and pre- 
ferved unſpotted from the world and all its luſts 
whereby we are reſcued from the deepeſt flayery, an 
raiſed to the higheſt freedom? The maſt worthy pur- 
fuit of the rational mind, and What every wile and 
permanent being muſt prets after. | | 

B y this diſpoſition the whole man is prepared to act 
in concert with the holy and pure governour of the uni- 
verſe, to attend his commands, and ge them with 
the greateſt alacrity. It is perpetually to riſe in know 
ledge, bolineſs, and the favour of God. through the 
ages of eternity S Me 
Hao admirable is this character? how deſirable the 
reward? greatly then oppoſe the animal life, and: all 
its deluſive charms. . Tell it thou haſt a happineſs in 
view parmanent as its giver; the earth may be dif- 
folved, and the heavens run down a liquid fire, but no 
change ſhall ſhock. the uninterrupted felicity of the pure 
and unſpotted mind. Ariſe then to the combat; in- 
gage all thy powers in this. glorious warfare; heaven 
utelf is ready to ſupport thee, and the fruitian of thy 
God will be thy reward for ever. | ; 


9 Bleſſed are the 9 Bleſſed are they who are of a 
peace-makers: for kind and friendly diſpoſition; who- 
they ſhall be call- uſe their utmoſt endeavours to pre- 
ed the children of ſerye mankind in peace and amity; 
God. and when any differences do ariſe, 
5 imploy all their power to. compoſe 
them: Theſe ſhall be honoured with 
the diſtinguiſhing character of the 
children of God; as having that tem- 
er of mind that renders them moſt. 
like to him, and more inumediately 
8 fits. 
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20 A PARAPHRASE on Chap. V. 
235 ſſiits them for the glory and happineſs 
of the heavenly ſtate. | RED. Zak 
SOLILOQUY. 


* ELIE. 


How beautiful is the peace-maker ? and how ami= 
able the man who reconciles his neighbour ? But who 
is my neighbour ? who, but every individual of the 
human race, to whom I ſtand related as a man; a tie 
by which I owe him all the aſſiſtance myſelf could wiſh 
for, were our- ſtations changed. And to what am L 
obliged by this injunction, but to view mankind with. 
love and goodneſs, to veil and pity all their various fail- 
ings ; to check the very firſt appearance of anger in the 
mind; to root out enmity, and extinguiſh malice ; to 
reconcile my neighbours, and form their minds to love 
and kindnefs; to calm the diſordered ſoul, reſtore its 
peace, and give tranquility to the breaſts of men. 

This is a diſpoſition that rewards itfelf; it gives the 
man that ſolid joy, and makes him to poſleſs that true 
and durable felicity, of which no outward evil can de- 
prive him. A temper, that whilſt it promotes another's». 
good, trebles the bleſſing on itſelf. Wag 

Such are its 33 fruits, and what arife from its 

ut chriſtianity heightens the view, and 

makes the ſcene more glorious. 4 

Good-will to men, was the angelick fong that intro- 
duced the Saviour of the world. | . 

Good- will to men, is the kind injunction of the Prince 

of peace to his diſciples here. | 8 
Good-will to men, is the breathing of the Chriſtian 
conſtitution, and the great foundation of our future 
happineſs; which takes its riſe from the God and Fa- 
ther of all, the ſource and fountain of all that's good. 
Him we follow, him we imitate, whilſt we are pra- 
moting the peace and concord of all about us: by this 
we become the diſciples of Chriſt, and followers of the 
Lamb, and are intitled to the glorious character of be- 
ing the Sons of God. | | 1 75 
ay now, O my ſoul, what influence has this moſt 
gracious declaration on thee? and how art thou affect- 


ed by it? Shall hatred or malice govern in thy boſom ? 


or 


or ſhall anger, wrath or peeviſhneſs, bear rule within 
thee ? No] thou bleſſed” diſpoſition of love and good- 
| neſs, I embrace thee; thou triumph'ſt in my breaſt, 
thou moſt amiable virtue; my heart is open to receive 
thee, whilſt every oppofite thought is baniſhed for thy 
admiſſion : Henceforth love to my neighbour, and good- 
will to men ſhall be the governing principle of my 


future actions. 


 10”*Bleſſed are 10 Blefled are all they who ſuf- 
they which are fer, from the wickedneſs of men, the 
perſecutedforrigh- greateſt indignities and evils of hu- 
AY —— or man life, for the ſake of a good 
. 8 1 5 h eKing- conſcience, and the favour of God: 
eaven. for all ſuch having given the greateſt 
proof of their ſincere love and reve- 
rence of God, and of their ſubmiſ- 
ſion and obedience to him, they ſhall 
receive a more extraordinary reward 
4 _ * in the 1 of heaven. FA 
11 Bleſſed are 11 And of this eminent glory an 
ye 2 mat dignit Wurde ſhall 4 che pa- 
revile you, and tient ſufferer for well-doing, I take 
e e this opportunity to inform a, my 
e, il acainſt diſeiples, whom I have choſen to at 
you falſely for m more immediately under me, in 
ke ſpreading my doctrine in the world; 
TNT who therefore muſt expect the very 
worſt treatment from the rage ol 
malice of wicked men, who will 
ſtick at no injuſtice to abuſe and in- 
jure you, for oppoſing their luſts and 
_ carnal intereſts, againſt which my 
doctrines are directly levelled: To 
you therefore, in a particular man- 
ner, I ſay, for your incouragement, 
| | jet een thus unjuſtly and 
„ | ruelly treat you. 5 
12 Rejoice, and 12 Triumph with joy unſpeak- 
be excceding glad: able, and lot your mich exile in 
for great is your | tranſport, from the view of that in- 
e e expreſſible glory and dignity, to which 
| e you 


3 


1 * — * 
rr N — 
N r 


8 rn 


— 22 
— . 7 5 0 „ na" — * 
5" * ER 
* INST I WRAY" * 3 8 g 4 
— 


e ons — 
% MESS Cw ES SET. 


— 

— . 5 — 
— 
—— —— 


— 
N 


— Eo —— 
— 
— < 
— e a 
_— —  —— — — ̃]⁰ “.. —  —  — 


22 APararuracr os Chap. V. 


for perſecuted you ſhall be advanced, for your hde= 


they the prophets lity, in the kingdom of heayen. Nos 
which were be- yet think, that this treatment is pe- 
ore: r culiar to you. as my diſciples; for alt: 
the kind inſtructors. of mankind, 

particularly thoſe who have been ſent 

to the Zewh nat ion, have met with 

the ſame treatment, with whom if.” 

you perlevere, you alfo' ſhall be re- 

warded ; as ſhall all other piovs and 

virtuous men, who eſteem truth and 

the favour of God more than they 

fear the wrath- and. malice of the 


Fa 


Fhink, O my ſoul, what thou art doing, and what: 
obligations thou art laying on thyſelf, when thou pub-- 
lickly declareſt thyſelf a Chriſtian ; reflect on the ſta- 
tion thou art in, and what thou muſt expect to ſuffer. 
Weigh well with thyſelf the importance of thy under- 
taking, and the trials it will expoſe thee to, whilſt 
thou embraceſt a doctrine that thwarts the paſſions and: 


' Iuſts of men. 


But alſo confider with thyſelf; is a life of eaſe and: 
ſoftneſs to be preferred to the fatisfaction of a good con 
ſcience? or the gratification of a ſenſual Juſt or plea- 
fure, to the approbation of thy God ? Is the wrath. of 


| man more dreadful to thee, than the diſpleaſure of th 


creator? or is the cenſure of a moxtal more to be avoid- 
ed, than that fearful ſentence of Go, ye curſed, into. 
everlaſting fire ? and canſt thou give up all thy hope of 
an eternal and bleſſed inheritance in the kingdom of 
heaven, for the baſe. fear of the momentary terrors of 
vain man, whoſe life periſhes with his breath. 1 

Think with thyſelf whoſe approbation thou ſeekeſt ? 
whoſe favour thou defireſt above all? whoſe, but his. 
who is the God of the whole univerſe, thy creator- 
and governour, and from whom all the good we enjoy 
ſprings; whoſe injunctions we are obliged to obey; 
who has by the ſtrongeſt ties the Eat. ht to our 
" | n 


Chap. V. MATTHEW. 23 
ſubmiſſion and obedience z who requires truth and fin- 
"cetity of his intelligent creatures, and will in no caſe 
acquit the hypocrite ; and who tries us here, but te 
#aile us to celeftial glory hereaſter. 


* 


Ik, chen, this is but a probational ſtate, ſhort and 
imperfect; if we are placed here only for the trial of 
our obedience, and to that end, furrounded with irnu- 
merable difficulties 3 i it is another ſtate that is to be the 
durable and happy ſtate of the human race; and yet, 
to which none ſhall be admitted but ſuch who (not- 
withſtanding all che oppoſition of wicked and ungodly 
men) have greatly profeſſed the truth, acquited the ne- 
<ceſfary habits'of ſincerity, and have joined to au bo- 
neſt heart an upright converſation; how reſolutely then 
ſhould we prefs on in this glorious trial? and how con- 
temptible ſhould all theſe temporary inconveniences 
appear, ſtnce the glory of the heavenly, Rate is laid 
Open to us? And was the diſcovery to cloſe here, who 
*could in the leaſt heſitate where to fix his choice? 
But the kind inſtructor of the human race has 
heightened the glory with our duty: when he calls us 
to ſufferings, he enlarges the reward; and truth itſelf 
His aſſured us, that our ſuffering for righteouſneſs ſake, 
calls for the utmoſt triumphs of joy and exultation, as 
being the ſure way to the higheſt glory and dignity. 
Avow then, O my foal, the Suſe of truth and 
righteouſneſs in the world; repine not at the evils thou 
mayſt be expoſed to for their ſakes; always remember, 
it is a ſtate of war and ſtriving that thou art engaged 
in, but ' glorious is the cauſe, and moſt excellent thy 
companions: The prophets and apoſtles are gone before 
thee, and the only-begotten Son of God is at thy head, 
who in himſelf has ſet us the moſt exalted example; 
Who being made perfect through ſufferings, and having 
by his blood made atonement for our fins, is declared 
Lord of all. * e 5 15 
Chearfully then take up thy croſs, and follow thy 
Lord and maſter; be equally ſuperior to the terrors and 
allurements of life; fix thy thoughts on that glorious 
_ affembly who have already performed the race, and have 
overcome, and are ſet down rejoicing in thy ſteady - 
and unſhaken behaviour, Lift but up thine eyes, —_ 
PESO ET FI CL BERL ; ho d 
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hold a crown of ory is prepared for thee, if thou 
doſt not retreat: Preſs but on, thou art ſure of vic- 5 


tory. | | 83 
be not then diſcouraged at the difficulty: if great is 
thy conflict, great alſo is thy. ſupport. The bleſſed 
inhabitants above applaud thee, the Holy Spirit aſſiſts 
thee, thy God approves thee, and an abundant. en- 
trance into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Sa- 
viour will be the bleſſed end of all thy ſufferings. 


13 Ve are the 13 And that you may be fully ap- 
falt of the earth: prized, of the characters you are to 
but if the ſalt have ſuſtain, know that I have called you 
loſt his ſavour, to be the guides and inſtructors of 
wherewith ſhall it mankind, both to form their minds, 


be ſalted? it is 
thenceforth good 
for nothing, bat 
tobe caſt out, and 
to be trodden un- 
der foot of men. 


and direct their actions. And as the 
ſalt of the earth is neceſſary to pre- 
ſerve the material world from cor- 
rupting; ſo are your inſtructions 
for the rectifying the moral world. 


But if falt, which is ſo uſeful and 


neceſſary for the ſeaſoning. of all 


other things, once loſes its own ſalt- 
_ neſs, it is impoſſible to reſtore its ſa- 


vour again, and it becomes good for 
nothing but to be thrown away as 
unſerviceable and uſeleſs : ſo, in like 
manner, yow who are deſigned to be 


the reſtorers of mankind, ought to 


take the greateſt care of your lives 


14 Ye are the 
lightof the world. 
A city that is ſet 
on an hill, cannot 
SE." + 


15 Nei- 


and abhorrence. 


and converſation, leſt you fall into 
vice and folly ; ſince your ſtate will 
be ſo much the. more deplorable, as 
there will be none to reſtore you; 
but as the vileſt of men, you will be 
rejected with the utmoſt contempt 


14 15 and 16 And that I may ex- 
cite you to great diligence in the diſ- 
charge of your office, reflect with 
yourſelves, that you do not light a 
candle to put in an obſcure hole, 

| where 
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- 15 Neither do 
men light a can- 
dle, andputitun- 
der a buſhel: but 
on a candleſtick, 
and it giveth light 
unto all that are 
in the houſe. 
16 Let your 

light ſo ſhine be- 
fore men, that 
they may ſee your 
good works, and 
glorify your Fa- 
ther which is in 
heaven, 


17 Think not 
that I am come to 
deſtroy the law or 
the prophets: I 
am not come to 


deſtroy, but toful- 
fl. 


1s For verily I 
ſay antoyou, Till 
heaven and earth 


paſs, one jot or one 


tittle ſhall in no 


wiſe paſs from the 
law, till all be ful- 


killed, 


manner to all who are about it. 


25 
where it cannot be ſeen; but you ſet 
it in the moſt advantageous place, 
that it may give its light in the beſt 


TS -. 
the ſame end have I called you, and 
placed you in a conſpicuous light to 
the world, by endowing you with 
extraordinary powers, that you ſhould _ 
be ſpiritual. lights, to enlighten man- 
kind, that they may turn from igno- 
rance and vice, to truth and virtue: 
And as this imployment will make 
ou as remarkable as a city that is 
e a hill, ſo that all who paſs 


by muſt behold it; ſo let your lives 


and actions be diſtinguiſhingly ex- 


emplary, that men may chearfully 
acknowledge 


your divine miſſion, 
and glorify the God of heaven, by 
ſubmitting to my inſtitution, and 
Prey its precepts, | | 

17. Nor let any man be ſo fooliſh 
as to think, that by becoming my 
diſciple, he will be any way releaſed 
from a ſtrict obedience to the laws of 


nature, revived by Moſes and in- 


forced by the prophets; for my coming 
as a law giver is ſo far from being with 
a deſign to weaken natural religion, 


or the moral obligations of mankind, 
that I am come to fulfil all that re- 


mains of typical and poſitive rites, 
which is not yet aceompliſned. 
18 And whereas there was no 
part of the ceremonial law, but what 
was given for wiſe reaſons, and you 
may aſſure yourſelves, is, or ſhall be 
in every minute circumſtance ſtrictly 
fulfilled; ſo every part of natural re- 
ligion ſhall continue in its utmoſt 


force, as long as the world itſelf ſhall 


endure, 


" 19 And 


26 


19 Whoſoever 
therefore {ſhall 
break one of theſe 
leaſt command- 


ments, and ſhall 


teach men ſo, he 
ſhall becalled the 
leaſt in the king- 
dom of heaven : 
but whoſoever 
ſhall do and teach 
them, 
ſhall be .called 
great in the king- 
dom of heaven. 


20 For I ſay. 


unto you, That 
except your righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall ex- 
ceed the righte- 
ouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, ye ſhall in 
no caſe enter into 
the kingdom of 
heaven. 


the ſame 
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19 And whoſoever ſhall delibe- 


rately and preſumptuouſly break any 


of theſe moral precepts, which are 
of perpetual. force throughout all 
ages, and ſhall either teach or in- 
courage others, by example or pre- 
cept, to practiſe the ſame diſobe- 
dience, he ſhall thereby forfeit the 
character of a Chriſtian, and loſe his 
part in the Meſſiah's kingdom: but 
the man who joins with his belief of 
my being the Meſſiah, the ſteady 
practice of the laws. of morality, 
and exhorts others to the like obedi- 
ence, he ſhall be publickly owned 
as my diſciple, and I will raiſe him to 
an exalted ſtation in my kingdom. 
20 Therefore flatter not your- 
ſelves, as though you were intitled to 
the favour of God, by owning my 
miſſion, without obeying my laws, 
as the Scribes and Phariſees do, who 
call themſelves after Joes, and in 
words own him for their lawgiver ; 
yet . the moral law, place 
their religion in external obſeryances : 


for except you exceed them in the 
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practice of all moral righteouſneſs, 


2 ES ET ah 2 — made 3 
. Whos 4 — — — 
f . . e ORE CONE EO. 


Wh! ye ſhall not be admitted into the hea- 
| | | venly ſtate, but ſhall be intirely ex- 
| 1 b cluded from the kingdom of God 
1 and his Meſſiah. | 
1 : | 
5 8 ie e. 
1 : \ 
1 Reflect, O my ſou], on the ſtation thou art placed 
1 | in, and the obligations that ariſe from thy circumſtances 
112 M8 in life. fd | 
BY: 41 8 4 ED : 
ith [ If thou art ſet in a publick light, know the eyes of 
wi ; mankind are upon thee. The good regard thee, both to 
. wil rejoice in thy virtue, and to follow ſo excellent a pat- 
wil: tern; the bad, to glory in thy failings, and to ſupport 


themſelves in their yices by tby example. 
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Think then what muſt be the conſequence of thy con- 
duct, and what an influence it will have on all about 
_ thee? Think what an exceeding weight of glory is pre- 
pared for thee, if by a holy life, a chearful and patient 
continuance in well- doing, thou exciteſt mankind to 
the ſteady practice of religion and virtue; but how dreàd- 
ful muſt be thy account, and what puniſhment is pre- 
pared for thee, if thou abuſeſt thy calling, and becomeſt 
an example of unrighteouſneſs! What canſt thou ex- 
pect, but that terrible ſentence ſhall be paſſed upon thee, 
which was once pronounced againſt the worſt of men, 
It were better for this man he had never been born? 
ut if a private ſtation is aſſigned thee, weigh well 
with thyſelf the excellency of thoſe precepts which muſt _ 
endure for ever; how important muſt thoſe obligations 
be that can never ceaſe? Labour to know and digeſt 
them, ſearch for them as for hid treaſure, as the true 
and durable riches which will never fail. 
Think wherein that religion which will be approved 
conſiſts, not in modes or forms: not in flaviſhly fol- 
lowing a party, or zealouſly ſupporting an intereſt; but in 
an entire reſignation to thy God, in obeying his laws, 
and hating iniquity; in imitating the beſt and moſt be- 
neficent Being in a ſteady love to truth, and in the con- 
ſtant practice of univerſal goodneſs. Tremble therefore 
at the thoughts, and guard well againſt being ſeduced. by 
external ſhew, or-ſubverted by the craft or applauſe of 
man. For know, O my ſou], that except thy righte- 
ouſneſs exceeds the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees (thoſe ſtrict obſervers of the ceremonial law ) thou 
ſhalt have no intereſt in God's Meſſiah. Vet at the fame 
time conſider, that whilſt thou art diligently imployed in 
performing the important commands of thy Lord, thou 
art obliged to Ful all righteouſneſs; and not to neglect 
the molt minute parts of thy duty, but let thy obedi- 
ence be fervent, conſtant and univerlal,  _ 
Reflect alſo with the greateſt admiration and deepeſt 
humility, on this glorious diſpenſation before thee; a 
diſpenſation which ſo beautifully exhibits life and immor- 
tality to thy view, and the ſtrong obligations it has laid 
thee under, Has that divine perſon, by whom the ages 
were eſtabliſned, and through whom the worlds were 
rmed; has he left that glory which he poſſeſſed from 
1 2 9 the 
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28 A Pararntasr es Chap. V. 
the beginning, and in a mortal body ſubmitted to all the 


innocent infirmities of the human life, that he might 
exhibit in the moſt clear and ſtrongeſt manner the laws 
of his God and Father, and in himſelf ſet us a moſt per- 
fect example of obedience; and ſhall I not follow the 


Lamb wherever he ſhall lead me, and trace fo excellent 


a pattern, marked out for my imitation. | +: 
Apply thyſelf then to his laws, imploy all thy powers 
to underſtand them, that being deeply impreſt by the 
obligations thou art under, thou mayſt be found in the 
univerſal and conſtant practice of all his wiſe and kind 
injunctions: That ſo being perfected in all thy habits of 
religion and virtue, thou mayſt be prepared to meet thy 
Lord, at whatſoever hour of the watch he ſhall come, 
and with him. have an abundant entrance adminiſtered 
to thee, into the ever- bleſſed manſions of love and 
peace, which he is gone before to prepare for all thoſe 

who love him, and keep his commandments. Eb; 


—— 


— 
— 


A e haye - 


heard that it was 
ſaid by them of 
old time, Thou 
ſhalt not kill; and 


whoſoever ſhall 


kill, ſhall be in 
danger of the 
judgment. 


22 But Il ſay un- 


to you, that who- 


ſoever is angry 
with his brother 


without a cauſe, 
ſhall be in danger 
of the judgment: 
and whoſoever 
ſhall ſay to his 
brother, Raca, 
ſhall be in danger 
of the council: 


but whoſoever 


ſhall ſay, Thou 
| fool, 


21 My coming then is fo far fi 
havin 5 leaſt . to ;ndubes 
my followers in any liberties from 
which they were reſtrained by the 
moral law; that I am come, not 


only to confirm and ſtrengthen it in | 


all its parts, but in many things ta 


heighten and enlarge it: For inſtance, 


the law of Moſes only forbad murder, 
and annexed death-as the penalty for 
killing of a man; | 
22 But I command you to reſtrain 
the very firſt riſe of anger and wrath 
in the mind; for I aſſure you, that 
whoever indulgesa raſh and paſſionate 
diſpoſition, which makes him angry 
and wrathful without occaſion, he 
I fay, ſhall be liable to the juſt anger 
and diſpleaſure of God, proportion- 
ably to the offence of murder, which 
you puniſh with death. And he who 
allows himſelf in yet greater li- 
berties, and ſhall proceed publickly 
to mock at, and reproach his neigh- 
1 | bourz 
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mo be in 
Balk. 


— 


fenders: But the man who 


bour, ſhall have his puniſhment 
heightened in proportion to that 
greater puniſhment which the FJetuiſſ 
Council inflicts on more flagrant” of- 


gives 4 


looſe to all his paſſions, and ſhall dare 
. _ outragioufly to revile and ſlander his 


brother, and cenſure him as a child 


of hell and damnation, ſhall be pu- 


niſhed by God with the utmoſt ſeve- 


- rity, in a hell of fire, anſwerable to 


that moſt terrible puniſnment which 


you practiſe on the er- een 


Pe of burning alive. 


23 Therefore if 
thou bring thy gift 
to the altar, and 
there remembreſt 
that thy brother 


5 ee Rare 5 


thee z ; 


24 Leave 8 N 
thy gift before the 


altar, and be thy 
5 5 firſt be re- 


conciled to thy 
brother, and then 
and offer 


come 
: wy gift. 


25 n hd 
adverſary 


thine 
uickly, whiles 
= art in the 
way with him: leſt 


at any time the 
adverſary deliver 


thee to the judge, 
and the judge de- 
liver thee to the 
officer, and thou 
be caſt into priſon. 
26 Verily Iay 
unto _ thou 
> alt 


ther in any ſuch i 


23 Therefore when you are about 


to offer up your prayers to God, con- 


ſider carefully with ee e, whe- 


ances you have 
injured your brother, and thereby 
eee the neee of God againſt 
u: 

gz And if you have," firſt ſeele 
ur brother, confeſs. your e | 


obtain his: pardon, 'and be reconci 
to him, and then offer u 


your 
prayers to God; and God, whis ſees 


your ſincere Parntoney,” will. gee 
01 1 e r 


25, 26 And we condu@ is no 


more than what the common affairs 
of life require: for if you have a 


conteſt with another, a prudent ſub- 


miſſion will eaſily at firit put an end 


to it, whilſt it is only between your- 
ſelves; but when once you have put 
it out of your own hands, and the 
magiſtrate has takencognizance of it, 
there remains nothing but the fear- 
ful expectation of the publick ſen- 
tence, and all hope of accommoda- | 
tion 1s entirely paſt, So, under my 

m 
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malt by no means inſtituion, you miy in this life, by 
come out thence, repentance and amendment, prevent 
till thou haſt _ all the bad effects of your paſt faults; 
the uttermoſt far- but if you delay till death and judg- 
0 na ee you, the ſentence muſt 
angels pl ben — and inexpreſſible torments will 
IN Io n d your portion: hereafter. 


SOLILOQUY. 


© What, O ſoul, is the injunction before has, but 
to promote. peace and order, and to eſtabliſh with thy 
own a+ univerſal good? What, but-to preſerve thyſelf 
from the worſt of tyrannies (10 wit} that of the furious 
and angry paſſions; to bridle the ſource of diſpleaſure 
in the mind, and check the very firſt motions of ha- 
tred and revenge; to.raiſe in us the moſt intenſe degree 
of love, benevolence and forgiveneſs, whereby we be- 
come qualified for the heavenly ſociety, and are mage 
partakers of even. a divine; nature. 

By anger and revenge [ loſe my.temper, — an 
enemy, and perpetuate the injury; by forgiveneſs T at 
leaſt blunt his malice, if I don't gain a friend. By ac- 
knowledging a fault, and making ſuitable reparation, [ 
reſtore the order and harmony of the moral and intel- 
ligent world, which I had broken; by defending my, 
treſpaſs, I encrenk the diſorder; and declare for ruin: 
nor can any thing make me mare/ cautious how I of- 
fend, than the ſenſe of the obligation am under =, 
make reparation as ſoon as I can; i 

W hat is it then my Lord and Maſter requires. of TY | 
but to act as a wile, a free, and accountable being; 
that I may be fitted for a bleſied life in the celeſtial 
manſions, under the immediate government of the only 
true God; there to be employed by him in the moſt 
delightful manner, through the ages of eternity. | 

This is to make us free indeed, to reſcue us from 
the moſt dreadful {lavery of malice and revenge, and all 
their dreadful conſequences; paſſions that tear the ſoul 
to pieces, and unqualify us for ſocial life; paſſions that 
premedirate miſchief, and make evil thavie chief end. 
Q ſtate of demons, implacable and cruel! a perpetual 

Circulation 


1 
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circulation of confuſion and diſorder, leſs pernicious 
in its conſequences to another, than myſelf; who 


-  whilt I am hurting my neighbour, am drawing a far 


greater evil on my own head, which, if purſued, muſt 
end in univerſal ruin. | IS re. 
Reflect then on thy happineſs, in having thy lot caſt 
under the goſpel of peace; that thou art placed where 
the moſt kind and extenſively beneficent laws of our 
King Meſſiah are exhibited in the ſtrongeſt light, what 
thankfulneſs ſhould it excite in my breaſt ? what dili- 
ence to fix them in my heart? what attention ſhould _ 
F always afford them, that I may chearfully practiſe 
them in every occurrence of life, and have my mind 
perpetually inflamed with their eternal beauty and di- 


vine excellency ? 


27 Yehaveheard 27 But further, the law ſays; 
that it was ſaid by thou ſhalt not commit adulter. 


them of old time, 


Thou ſhalt not 

„ oa Log wiilicnalt Daguob 
28 But I ſay 28 But, I ſay unto you, whoſo- 
unto you, That ever looketh on a married woman 
whoſoeverlooketh with impure deſires and intentions, 
8 is chargeable with the crime of adul- 
committed adul- eee rege rer Gy 
ery with her al. ee e goth e Wh 
ready in his heart. 


„ 29 And if thy - 29, 30 Therefore how difficult 
right-eye offend . ſoever the practice of theſe refined 
thee, pluck it out, and ſpiritual precepts may ſeem; and 
and caſt it from how ſtrong ſoever the oppoſite paſ- 
_ thee: for it is pro- ſions and appetites may be grown 
ae | through cuſtom and habir, 5 
bers ſhouldperiſh,” ie Bring with chem mug be as 
and not that thy hard as the cutting off a right-hand, 
whole body ſhould or plucking out a Tight- exe; yet, if 
be caſt into hell. they are the occaſion of ſin, it is 
30 And if thy much more eligible to part with 
right-hand offend them, and indure the preſent uneaſi- 
thee, cut it off, neſs, than, by gratifying your unrea- 
70 and ſonable 


o that 


— 
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and caſt it from ſonable deſires, deprive yourſelves of 
thee: for it is pro- the favour of God, and be condemn- 


ktablefortheethat ed to everlaſting miſery 
one of thy mem- 1 1 R 


bers ſhould periſh, 

and not that thy ” | 
whole bodyſhould _ OY | | 
be caſt into hell. = TE 


SOLILOQUY. 


O crime not to be named without the deepeſt horror 
and deteſtation } O vice, hard to be forgiven, baſe and 
treacherous, deſtructive of ſociety, — the ruin of 2 
World! | | 5 1 gy: 
Righteous and juſt, O Prince of peace, is thy de- 
cree, the beauty heightens in the ſtrictneſs of the law 
with, great wiſdom and goodneſs . haſt thou guarded 
Ka. the firſt approaches to it. | | 
Bow then, O my ſoul, before the Lord with the 
deepeſt humility, and tremble before him : Treaſure up 
his prohibition in thy heart, that the glare of beauty may 
never deceive thee, nor the leaſt impurity lead thee aſide. 
Think of the divine goodneſs that has ſo kindly checked 
the very firſt ſtep to the moſt deteſtable tranſgreſſion; 
the fountain of all confuſion and diforder in the world. 
Dare not for thy life to indulge one idle thought, nor, 
as thou deſireſt thy eternal peace and felicity, ſuffer one 
irregular deſire to poſſeſs thy boſom, for thou knoweſt 
not where it may lead thee; Better that a mill-ftone 
were tied about thy neck, and thyſelf thrown into the 
ſea, than that ſuch a band of dæmons ſhould be let 
looſe in thy breaſt; a legion of lawleſs wiſhes not to be 
appeaſed, furious as bell, and more devouring than the 
ave. | eg a 
Think, O my ſoul, no —— too great to avoid 
ſuch a ſtate of confuſion, nor any diligence too much to 
ſecure thy purity ; let both the puniſhment terrify, and 
the reward excite to a ſteady obedience. In this holy 
warfare reſolutely cut off the right-hand of thy luſts, 
and pluck out the right-eye of ſenſual deſires. Pro- 
ſtrate thyſelf before thy God, in a deep ſenſe of thy 
: | | , own 


and 


own weakneſs; implore the conſtant interpoſition of 


divine aid and aſſiſtance; that the 
deliver thy whole man, and preſerve both b 


of puri 
15 ys foul 


and ſpirit, pure and holy to the coming of our Lord, 


- 31 Ithath been 
ſaid, Whoſoever 
ſhall put away his 
wife, let him give 
her a writing of 
divorcement. 


32 But I fay 
unto you, that 
whoſoever ſhall 
ut away his wife, 
aving for 
cauſe of fornicati- 
on, cauſeth her to 
commit adultery : 
whoſoever 
ſhall . marry her 
that is divorced, 


committeth adul- 


tery. 


the 


lating her virginity, 


40a Again the law allowed the man 


in certain caſes to give a bill of di- 


vorce to his wife (Deut. xxiv. 1.) 


whereby the marriage- relation was 
diſannulled, and the woman at liberty 
to marry again, as though the former 
contract had never been made. 

32 But, I ſay unto you, hence - 
forth it ſhall not be lawful for any 
man to put away his wife, unleſs ſhe 


has been guilty of fornication ; and 
] 


whoſoever ſhall put wy his wife 
for any thing. that was difagreeable 


before marriage, except for the vio- 
all be charge 
able both with the guilt of the adul- 
tery which the woman commits in 
her marrying another man, and 
which that man commits in marrying 
the woman ſo put away. And this 
precept is no more than the reſtoring 
the primitive inſtitution of marriage, 
and bringing it back to its firſt deſign; 


the Moſaick grant being only a 


temporary indulgence, which your 
perverſe and wicked tempers made 
neceſſary, to prevent greater miſ- 
chiefs. 5 "On 


FRIES * 


$OLILOQUY.. 


Here, O my ſoul, thou haſt nothing to do, but to 
ſet down and adore that wiſdom and goodneſs which 
have delivered thee from the temptations that ariſe from 
frequent divorces among the fons of men. 85 

By this wiſe and kind injunction the peace and har- 
mony of the marriage- ſtate is ſecured, the boundleſs 


rovings 
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tovings of ungoverned defires prevented, and the fatal 
effects of wrath and anger reſtrained and limite. 
Thou haſt dried up the abandoned woman's tears, 
and huſhed the cries of the helpleſs infant, torn from 
the embraces of the lighted mother, who, loſt, for- 
faken, friendleſs, is left diſconſolate to ſolitary grief 
and laſting Woeeee 0 i t 
O heart- breaking ſtate! O cruelty, too barbarous 
for the human make, to tear the woman from the 
| kn 0 huſband, and tender mother from her 
O kind reftorer of the original marriage-law, what 


1108 grateful thanks are due to thee, from all the wiſe and 
[16 good; who, deteſting the dreadful ruin licentious luſt 
10 hath made, rejoice in the delightful path of true fe- 
1 licity, and laſting love, guarded by holy, juſt, be- 
. nevolent laws; by which the mind is kept in proper 
g | | © bounds, and ſaved from the firſt ſource of unreſtrained 
1 _ defires? © | 18 e e 


Then ſtop a while, my ſoul, and view, with wonder 
and delight, wiſdom and goodneſs joined in one; be- 
hold with tranſport our preſent bliſs and future hap- 
pineſs, the conſtant ſpring of all the wiſe injunctions 


2 - * 
1 — — — 
1 . 
r e e 


1 of our king Meſſiah. 

0 And whilſt: thou art fixed in contemplation on the 
1 perfect beauty of the marriage-ſtate, the fitneſs that 
4 the union by which this earth is peopled, ſhould be in- 
1 violable; and that nothing ſhould ſeparate the dear united 
15 pair, whoſe mutual endeavours are ſo neceſſary to form 


the tender mind, and raiſe a future race to virtue : bow 
and adore before the Prince of peace, by whom it 
ſtands ſecured from foul invaſion, and everlaſting blot. 

And whilſt thou owneſt the wiſdom, goodneſs, and 


beauty of his laws, promote their influence in the world 
around thee, Ne 


B 
. 


33 Again, ye 33 To proceed, the law only 
have heard that it prohibits all perjury and falſe ſwear- 
hath been faid by ing among men, and requires an ex- 
them of old time, act and religious performance of the 


2 a elk obligations they had laid themſelves 


but under by their oaths; and therefore 
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Chap. V. 


but ſhalt perform 
unto the Lord 
| thine oaths, : 


SS 4 x 


34 But 1 ſay 


unto you, Swear . 
not at all; neither 
by heaven, for it 


is God's throne: 


MATTHEW, 


to be performed as though God: was 
a preſen to err their breach 


35 


ol them. S103 S101 
34, But. 1 1 you utterly to | 
abſtain from {wearing in your ordi- 


nary diſcourſe, as is the too conſtant 


practice of the Jewiſb nation, where- 
by that moſt ſolemn action, for the 


* putting an end to contention, loſes 


Nei- 


its due force and reverence. 


ther fatter yourſelyes, that your leſſen 


the crime in ſwearing by inferior and 


a created things, for this is indeed ſwear- 


35 Nor by, the 
eart 
footſtool: neither 


by Jeruſalem, for 


it is the city of 
the great King. 


36 Neither ſhalt : 


thou ſwearby thy 
head, becauſethou 
canſt not make 


- one hair white or 


black. 


for it is his 


ing by the creator and maker of them; 
f —2 you ſhall not ſwear; by head 
ven, for that is ſwearing by the 

of heaven, whoſe. throne it is. 


God 


35 Neither ſhall thou ſwear by 
the earth, for that is ſwearing by God, 
whoſe footſtool the earth is; neither 
by Feruſalem, for God has honoured 
that city, by becoming its imme- 


diate lawgiver and governour, and 
therefore is an appeal to God him- 


ſelf. 

30 Neither ſhall you ſwear by things 
of leſſer j importance, which {til} is an 
appeal to God as the maker of them, 
For inſtance, your ſwearing: b 


7 your 
head, is ſwearing by God who formed 


ir, nay your very hair was made b7 


him, who beſtowed its colour upon 


eis Neither can you make it white 


37 But let your 


communicationbe 


. yea; Nay, 
Ray: 


i before i its time, nor when whitened 
by age, can you soſtore. its * black» 


neſs again. 
37 "Therefore. undac- my n 
tion, the moſt plain and ſimple con- 


yerfation. 1 is required, conhiting 157 
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36 A PARAPHRASE on Chap. V. 
nay: for whoſo- of bare affirmationsor denials; which 
ever is more than are all that are neceſſary to be ufed 
theſe, cometh of by a juſt and righteous man, who 

Will always be believed without more 
ſolemn aſſeverations, which proceed 
only from a fooliſh habit, and a raſh 
a” wicked temper of mind. 


© $SOLILOQUY. 


What, O my ſoul, is the primary law of thy make ? 

and what does eyen natural religion require of thee ? 
What, but that as I receive my being and every bleſ- 
{ing from my ' moſt kind and bountiful creator; ſol 
ſhould poſſeſs my breaſt with the higheſt reverence and 
regard for him, and ſo think of him, as to be always 
influenced by his authority in the ſtrongeſt manner ? 

Can I then name that moſt excellent being, in a 
light and trifling way, who holds the e in his 
_—_ and on whom the exiſtence of all things de- 
pends? | W | | 
O "Shall I dare irreverently to call upon him, who can 
raiſe me to the higheſt dignity and happineſs, or ſink me 
to the vileſt condition, and puniſh me with the ſevereſt 
torments ? . . | 

Shall I inſolently call the ſupreme Lord of all to wit- 
neſs to my follies, and make his holy and tremendous 
name beara partin all my looſe and fooliſh amuſements ? 
What is this, but'to debaſe his glory, to treat him as 
we durſt not treat aur earthly governour, or even one 
ſubordinate to him: 

Shall an Eaſtern monarch think death too flight a pu- 
niſhment for uſing his name to ſupport a falſchood ? 
and what aggravated puniſhment muſt I deſerve, if Fdare 
either impiouſly to appeal to him in atteſtation of a fal- 
fity, or neglect to perform the action to which I have 
obliged myſelf by his moſt holy and reverend name ? 
If then our regard to an oath is of fo great import- 
ance; if never to be uſed, but for the peace and tran- 
quility of ſociety, and to put an end to ſtrife; if the 
reverence that is due to it.ſuffers, and is deſtroyed by 
looſe and profane ſwearing, and a ſtate of — 5 
A diſorder 


tree of life in the mi 


reſiſt nq; evil: but 
whoſoever ſhall 


Chip. V. MATTHEW. 37 
diſorder is introduced by it; what acknowledgments are 


due to our kind inſtructor, who by ſo ſalutary and well- 


guarded a law, has obliged againſt the firft ſtep that 
might lead us either to the contempt of an oath, or an 
irreverent uſe of it ? But farther, 85 | 
Ho clearly has our Lord exhibited to our view the 
whole creation as proceeding from God, and belonging 
to him? and therefore' no appeals are to be made to 
any part of it, in a flight and indecent manner, as 
bearing in it a contempt of him who made it. 
_ How wonderfully has our wiſe lawgiver preſerved us / 
from the danger that always attends the common ſwearer? 
not only of impiouſly tearing as it were to pieces the ſa- 
cred and reverend name of the Moſt High; but alſo of 
falling into numberleſs ſurprizes of falſe ſwearing, which 
is a word cloathed with death, and which, O my ſoul, 
would but too ſoon betray thee into the moſt delibe- 


rate perjury, and muſt 'end in thy eternal ruin? 


How beautifully has our King and Head preſcribed 


to us the amiable converſation, which is calm, open 
and innocent (free from every boiſterous paſſion that 


clouds the mind, and inſults the hearer) a converſation 
that carries conviction in its delivery, and gives a grace 
to the ſpeaker ? | 


Aͤttend then, O my ſoul, to this law; let thy words 


be conducted by ſobriety and righteouſneſs ; let modeſty 


and truth preſide over thy converſation ; that the hearer 
may give credit to thy ſpeech, and that the words of 


thy mouth may have acceſs to his heart: then ſhale 
thou rejoice in the day of viſitation, and ſhall eat of the 
5 of the paradiſe of God. 


38 Ve have heard 38 Again, the judicial law allows 
chat it hath been of retaliation, and permits the re- 
faid, An eye for 


turn of inſury or damage in kind. 
an eye, and a tooth N S 


for a tooth, 


39 But I ſay 309 But under my diſpenſation this 
unto you, That ye practice ſhall not be tolerated ; nei- 
ther ſhall ye oppoſe violence with 
violence: and this command I lay 
upon all my followers, that if they 

cannot 


ſmite thee on thy 
n 
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38 


right cheek, turn 


alſo. 


40 And if any 


man will ſue thee 
at the law, and 
take away thy have an unconteſta le right to; if it 
coat, let him have ' ort 


thy cloke u 


to him the other 


A PARAPHRASE jap Chap, V. 


cannot redreſs their injuries in a 


peaceable manner, they not only pa- 


tiently bear them, but that they ven- 
ture the repetition of them, rather 


than relieve themſelves by revenge. 

© 40 Nay further, if any man will, 
under the pretence of publick juſtice, 
attempt to deprive you of what you 


o 
* 


is a matter of no great importance, 


5 rather ſuſtain the damage, than by 


ingaging in a vexatious affair, hurt 


41 And whoſo- 


ever ſhall compel 


| thee. to go a mile, 


gowith him twain, 


. that diſpoſition without which, you 
cCannot be my. diſciples. 
41 And laſtly, if the officers of 


the government will oblige you to 
unreaſonable ſervice, in your attend- 


ance on the publick; rather do twice 
the duty exacted of Jour than by 


_ refuſing, involve yourſelves in. ftrite 


and contention; which will always 
indanger your innocence, by ingaging 
t 


your paſſions, and ſo unfit. you for 
the practice of the Chriſtian duties: 
Therefore, though their demands be 
unreaſonable and unjuſt, yet comply 
with them, if they are not of great 


importance, rather than ſuffer your 


1 


42 Give to bim 
that aſketh thee, 
and from him that 
would borrow of 
thee, turn not 
thou away. 


peace of mind to be injured, or 
your temper diſcompoſed, _. _ 
42 Much leſs ſhall you be back- 
ward in ſupporting your neighbour, 
cither by chearfully giving or lending 
him ſuch aſſiſtance as his wants and 


” 


neceſſities may require. 


$OLILOQUY. 


Reflect, O my ſoul, with the greateſt attengion on | 
the injunction before thee, that being convinced of its 
reaſonableneſs and beauty, thou mayſt obey it with the 


greateſt 


Chap. v. MATTHEW. 39 
greateſt alacrity. A law, which however rigid it may 
at firſt appear, yet has a direct tendency to raiſe us to 
the higheſt perfection of which our natures are capable, 
and fit us (under every poſſible ſtate of exiſtence) for 
the ſervice of the Lord of the univerſe through the 
ages of eternity, in every noble and excellent employ- 
ment. ; 6 288 
Joo this end, ſeriouſly conſider with thyſelf what thy 
Lord and Maſter hath called thee to, and N thee 
for? He came to take us out of this preſent evil world, 
to perfect us by patience, to raiſe us ſuperior to either 


the good or evil of this life, and to conduct us to eter- | 


nal glory in a ſtate of uninterrupted peace and love. 
Say then, if little provocations rule me, can I be 
qualified for a ſtate of unmoleſted peace and tranquil- 
lity, not to be diſturbed by raſhneſs and reſentment? 
Can love ſubſiſt in a ſociety that can't bear the leaſt 
contradiction? Shall I not too ſoon! be guilty of acts 
of injuſtice, if I am inflamed with every little offence ? 
And ſhall 1 not in a very little time be under the go- 
vernment of humour or paſſion, fo that every thing I 
ſhall happen to diſlike, ſhall become an unpardonable 
crime? Will not this procedure intirely diſſolve that 
only bond of unity, which conſiſts of love and good- 
neſs; and thereby intirely unfit me for an eternally 
bleſſed and ſocial tate. 1 5 | 

Does then my happineſs, as a ſocial being, conſiſt in 
the governing my paſſions, in quelling reſentment, 
and bearing with little inſults and injuries, rather than 
diſturb the community, 'or abe my own temper ? 
Could a more imperfect diſpenſation diſcover, that it is 
more v to conquer my own ſpirit, than to take 

a city? And am I thereby prepared to be what the go- 
vernor of the world would have me to be; and do what 
the Lord of all would have me to do? And ſhall it not 
be the buſineſs of my life to attain to it ? 

Think, O my ſoul, on the glorious example thy 
Lord has ſet thee ! Has the Prince of peace performed 
the kindeſt offices of love, in return for the ſcorn and 
1 of men? Has he imployed the power of hea- 
ven for their good, in return for the baſeſt ingratitude 
and ſevereſt injuries ? and were his laſt groans on the 

ee. croſs, 
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40 A PARAPHRASE n Chap. V. 


croſs, for mercy for his perſecutors and murderers ; and 


ſhalt thou think much of paſling b 
and affronts of men like thyſelf, and to whom perhaps 
in ſome inſtances thou haſt been more faulty than 


| Gow then before thy Lord and King; praiſe and ex- 
tol thy beneficent lawgiver, who has obliged thee. by 


the little flights 


1 


fo worthy a law, ſo conducive to thy everlaſting feli- 
city. Employ all thy powers to acquire the habits of 
patience and forbearance, that yielding a chearful obe- 
dience to this divine precept, thou mayſt be prepared 
for an eternal happy exiſtence, and mayſt not be hurt 


by the ſecond death. 
43 Ve have heard 


that it hath been 
ſaid, Thou ſhalt 
love thy neigh- 
bour, and hate 
thine enemy : 


44 But I fay 
unto you, Love 


aur enemies, 

1 8 that 
curſe you, do good 
to them that hate 
you, and pray for 
them which de- 
ſpitefully uſe you, 
and perſecuteyou: 


45 That ye may 
be the children of 
your Father which 
is in heaven, for 
he maketh his ſun 

a ' 0 


kindly- affected to 


43 Laſtly, you have been taught 
that though you were commanded to 
love your neighbour, yet you were 
permitted to hate and ſeek the hurt 
of your enemy. V 


44 But I command all my diſci- 
ples, that ye cultivate ſuch a temper 
of love and goodneſs, as to be always 
ur very enemies; 
and that you diſcover this diſpoſition. 
both by ſpeaking all the good you 


are able, even of thoſe who revile 


and curſe you, and by performing 
all the kind offices of life to thoſe who 
hate you, and take every occaſion to 
injure you. And laftly, when their 


implacable temper proceeds to ſuch a 


height, as to return for all your good- 
neſs, the utmoſt virulence of malice, 
even to the ſeeking of your lives, 
even then pray for them, that they 
may repent, and be forgiven. at 
45 And by the conſtant practice 
of theſe precepts, raiſe yourſelves to 
ſuch an eminent degree of goodneſs, as 
to be ready on all occaſions tò perform 
every act of kindneſs and benevolence, 
: without . 


| do riſe on the evil without repining; and thereby ap” | 
and on the good, prove yourſelves the true children of 
and ſendeth rain the Lord of the univerſe, who con- 
the juſt and on tinues the comforts and bleſſings of 

he unſuſt. this life to the ungtateful and Wiels- 
ed, in common with the good and 


2 wirtuöo us.. 8 


- , 
— 


16 Forifye love 46 This procedure is neceſſary far 
them Which love. your acquiring the heavenly kingdoms 
2 what reward for if your love and affection is li- 


have ye? do not mited to your friends and aſſociates, 


EVP 0955 ud you do no more than what is practiſed 
Funes B56 34h poſh very . publicans, whom you 
„Sion Rab +744 12 the very worſt of men. 21 Ye 
47 And ye 47 Na . \e-1 proceed to 
ſalute your bre - expfeſs the greateſt affection for thoſr 
en, mots MAN. ſtop here, the very“ publicans come 
hers? do not un 255 ant deli 5 
en ebe +41 4: up to you, who love and delight in 
yen, the Publi- * al ; bn it; 
tans fo An 5164i;bh JE who agree with them. 0 A 
Neis einne inet bogs inen & 2060110 
48 Be ye there 48 But do you ſet the divine be» 
fore perfect, even ing for your example; and by doing 
_ as., your Father all.the' good in your power, imitate 
| 9 is in heayen the preſerver ot the world, in the 
Is perk ect, ay moſt amiable of his perfections 4 
F to 1g Hs a6 fq nh VIE - 
It d 18 * 8 O LI IL. O.QUUY,- 2210 | * i 


1 
£415 4 


- Obſerve, O my ſoul, with the deepeſt attention, the 
eat wiſdom and goodneſs with which thy Lord and 
ſter leads thee through the ſeveral duties of the 
Chriſtian life; and how:amiably he prepares the way 
for thy eaſy reception of them. | 1 . 
Mhen he has raiſed thee above reſentment for little 
injuries, and taught thee to be calm under flight pro- 
vocations, he then proceeds to guide thee to perfection, 
and ſets the example of the ſupreme Lord, the origin of 
all being, for thy pattern, for imitation, He places in 
the ſtrongeſt light the God of all created nature, with 
whom is all power, and to whom none can ſay, why 
doſt thou ſo; as exercifin 5 * the moſt extenſive mans 
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1 A FPRIR RA e Chap. V. 
ner his bounty and goedneſs co even hiv ungrateful 
und obſtinately offending cheat urs. drew? 5 

O dove ammenſe 1) goodneſs beyond conception! 
Thou ſpring of mbreqz frum whence al e 
Rowe who: wot only bears wich the diſobedient and 
ſaulty, but lbads them wich benefits, to awake them 


to repentance, and prepare them for the higheſt felicity. 


How Jhould ry iſoul be inflamell by ſo perfect an ex- 
m e eee ways a divine pat» 
i . . HHH 34455 4 1 
„Shall the-Creator of the univerſe exerciſe his good - 
meſs tours ys offending wreatures, (of whom I thy- 
elf am part) ãn order for 'their amendment? who if he 
were to deſtioy us, could raiſe dut of this duſt a more 


moble order of beings, to ſpehł forth the Be Ang 
Mull not I, n faulty vreature, who ſtand myſelf in ne 

of fongiveneſs, muly compaſſionate i offending brother? | 
Do I date go implore mercy affld pardon ftom*thi 
fountain | of: love | fot my ten bea ſand talents; an 
ſhall I not make it my glory 20 imitate my Gag, by 


cultivating a gentle and friendly diſpoſition, always 


o 


Re I COPE IL Rn 


pen G IMMU ; FER. OY 101 al., fS12 T231IG 5 
Say, O my ſoul, how canſt chou ſuffer one moment 
to paſi thee, till thbu haſt evidenced to thyſelf thy being 


poſſeſt of chis divine temper, by ſincereſy and affec- 


tionately imploring all manner of bleſſings on the man 
who imprecates all manner of evil upon thee? and haſt 
manifeſted that diſpolition to others, by aſſiſting him on 
all proper occaſions, with the greateſt alacrity and chear- 
fulneſs? always returning love for hatred; and 

and beneficent actions for ſuch as are unlind and miſ- 
chievous. Nay, though the malice and enmity of man 
ſhould ariſe to {ſuch a height, as to deprive thee of this 
momentary life; yet let that glorious principle of di- 
vine love be perfedted in thee, and, with thy dear Lord, 
let thy laft breath be love to thy perſecutors, the ar- 


dent breathings of warm defires, for heir eternal ſe- 


E l e 
And chat this bleſſed diſpoſition may be raiſed in thee 
to the higheft pitch, conſtant and uniform, reſſect with 


thyſelf, to what a dignity it will exakt thee “ To be 


taken 
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taken into the ſociety of the ſupreme Ged and Father 
of all, and his onhy-hegetten Son; to be one d bp aur 
Lord as his brethren, and as adopted by, and elaiming um- 
der him, the glorious character of a Son of God: The 
higheſt dignity,, the moſt exalted creature can poſſibly 
attain | A name that carries in it inconceivable glory 
and happineſs, and to which is annexed eternal life. 
Nor flatter thyſelf, O my foul, that this character is 
attainable, without the ſteady. practice of this amiable 
precept. Every one is pteaſed with thoſe who conform 
to their manners and cuſtoms, and careſs the man-who. ' 
careſſes them. And what is there praiſe- orthy in 
this procedure, to be pleaſed with being humoured, and 
to love the man who indulges my paſſions # - ++ + 
But wouldſt thou be qualified to live for ever? 
wouldſt thou acquire the exalted title ef a child of 
God? thou muſt be like him in all thy actiens, and 
conducted. by his great example. Truth, righteouſneſs 
and. .muſt be the: rule. of thy life; love and 
mercy muſt be the. overflowing of thy baſam; that fo 
imitating our molt; beneficent Creator in all his divine 


perfections, thou mayſt (in thy ſphere) be perfect, as 
os ys 


F720 


our Father who is in heaven is perfect. 
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Having inſtructed you in thoſe parts of your duty, wherein 


your Tighteouſneſs' is to exceed the wighteon neſs of. the 


Scribes and Phariſees; I now proceed to ſhew you in 


other inflances, what pructicas of -thtirs vo ars 10 ab 

ain from, and what diſpoſctian of mind is neceſſary ta 

© your being approved by God; who only regards the deſign | 

men baue in the performing thoſe very actions which. are 
in themſelves commendable and proiſe-warthy.. - 99 8 


1 Tkkkeed 1, 2 FOR inſtance, in the diſtri- 


1 thatyedo, . I hutionof alms to the poor, 


not your alm be- take particular care not to do it in a 


dare men, io be publick and oſtentatious manner: for 


st Fen 2 thereby 
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ſeen of them: 
otherwiſe ye have 
no reward of your 


Father which is in 


2 Therefore when 


thou doeſt thine 


alms, do not ſound 


-a trumpet beſore 
thee, as the hypo - 


crites do, in the 


ſynagogues, andin 


the ſtreets, that 


they may have 
giory of men. 


erily, I ſay unto 


you, they have 1 


their reward. 
3 But when thou 
doeſt alms, letnot 


thy lefthandknow - 


what thy right 
hand doeth: _ 


alms may be in ſe- 
cret: and thy Fa- 
ther which ſeeth 
in ſecret, himſelf 
{ſhall reward thee 


openly. 


| Vvacy. 
4 That thine 


s O LILO QU. 


thereby you will forfeit your reward 


in the kingdom of God; as do thoſe 
hypocrites, who are fo ſolicitous of: 


the praiſe of men, that ＋ firſt 
make proclamation of their deſign, 


in the places of greateſt reſort, and 
then diſtribute their alms: Theſe, E 
ſay, are ſufficiently rewarded, in 
having their pride gratified by the 


applauſes of the ſpectators. 


1 


3 But for you who are my dif- 
ciples, whoſe hopes are raiſed to a 
better ſtate, let your acts of charity 
be performed with the greateſt pri- 

4 And God, who ſees your piety, 
and approves the temper of mind with 
which you perform them, will open- 
ly reward you, before men and an- 
gels, in the day of judgment, 


+ - 


What is it, O my ſoul, that thy Lord is now re- 


quiring of thee ? 


| but fuch a diſpoſition as is abſolutely 
neceſſary both for thy ſteady performance of all tho 
amiable precepts in which thou haſt been already ir 
ſtructed, and for the attaining the approbation of 
God, to whom every thought of the heart, and deſire 


thy 


of the ſoul, is naked and open. 


7 + agg 
Can thy God approve thee, except thy regard to him 


is the ſpring of all thy moral actions? Can thy moral 


actions be at all uniform and conſtant, from any other 


principle 


WCG 
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principle but obedience” to him who is conſtantly and 


invariably good? Such as is the motive from whence | 
thy actions flow, ſuch will thy actions always be. If 
the applauſe of men leads thee to-day to a worthy per- 
formance, the ſame applauſe will make thee to-morrow: 
perform the contrary. But if thy deſire is to be like to, 
and approved by th God, with whom is not the leaſt 
ſhadow of change from the eternal laws of righteouſneſs 
and truth, thou alſo wilt be the ſame, univerſally juſt 


and good, not to be perverted by any falſe amüſe. 


ment. eee 
Treaſure up then this precept in thy breaſt, and per- 
petually attend to it. Let it be thy firſt morning thought, 


how ſhall I be approved by my God? and how hall 
I attain to his favour? let every action of thy life be 


performed from a lively ſenſe of his beholding thee ; 


and let it be the foundation from which it lows. Then 


ſhall thou not fear to ſtand in the day of trial, and God 
himſelf will be thy exceeding great rew ar. 

And whereas our moſt beneficent lawgiver hath kind- 
ly mentioned ſuch particular caſes, wherein there is 
moſt danger of being perverted by outward and tempo- 
rary views; be thou, O my ſoul, moſt careful to guard 
in every inſtance, of which he has cautioned thee, 


leſt the praiſe of man ſhould deprive thee of the ap- 


probation of thy Gd. e 
And ſince nothing is more apt to ſtrike the human 
mind, than 'a compaſſionate temper, ready to relieve 
the diſtreſt and miſerable, and conſequentiy there is 
great danger of reſting in the applauſe of men; what 
thanks are due to the Saviour of, mankind, who has ſo 
minutely marked out our duty, that our works ſhould 
not be burned up, and deſtroyed ? 


Guard then, O my ſoul, againft the firſt approaches 


to the praiſe of men; let not thy left-hand know what 


thy right-hand performs : But as thy hopes are laid up 
in the favour of thy God, ſo let thy acts of mercy and 


\ kindneſs have 3 God alone for their witneſs; that 


ſo thy faith and fidelity may be proclaimed in the day 


of righteous retribution, and thy reward aſſigned thee 


; Wil fe: 


ien | 5 And 


\ 
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Andwhen thou . 


rayeſt, thou ſhalt 


not be as the hy- 


pocrites are: for 
they love to pray 
Randing inthe ſy- 


nagogues, and in 


the corners of the 
ſtreets, that they 
may be feen_ of 
men. Venly, I 
ſay unto you, the 

have their reward. 


6 Rut thou, when 


thou prayeſt, enter 
into thy cloſer, 
and when thou haſt 
ſhut thy door, pray 
to thy Father 
which is in ſecret, 
and thy Father 


which fſecth in ſe- 


5 Again, when you offer up your 
petitions to God, you: ſhall nat imi- 
tate thoſe hypocritical Phariſees, who 
perform their private adts of devation 
in the places;of greateſt reſort, tha 
they may be,(Fileemed 28 perſons 

han ordinary ſanctity : But be 
aſſured, as this is the onhy reward 
they ſeek after, fo they ſhall receive 


6 But whey you. pray, retire in 
the moſt private- manner, and offer 
up your ſupplications to God. who is 
inviſible; and God, who (though in- 
viſible) fees. and approves your diſpa- 
ſition, will openly on and geward 


you. 43 4 ; 12 inf 


cret, ſhall reward 


| thee openly. 


7 But when ye 
pray, uſe not vain 

repetitions, as the 
heathen do: for 

they think that 
they ſhall be heard 
for their much 


.. „ 
- * * kt >» 
ſpeaking. ' , / 
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is alone your inward 


repeating in your - prayers the. ls 
the 


* 


words many times over, 33 is 
practice of the Gentiles ; who rail 
fooliſh as to think their petitions: wil 

be the ſooner anſwered for their 
uſing a multitude of words: when it 
dſpoſition of 


mind that Godregards, and. for which 


_ $ Be not ye 
therefore like unto 
them : for your 
Father knoweth 
what 'things ye. 


have need of, be- 


foreyeaſt. him. 


be 4 you your re 


ueſts. Wakes 

Nor does he need to he inform - 

ed of your neceſſities, who. is per- 
fectly acquainted with all yqur wants 
before you name them. 


. e 
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Aſter chis man- 11g Let r therefore be 
ner therefore pray, 2 1 ſhort 
r Oer father , und comprehenfive manner. Al- 
l in I. mighty God, creator and governour 
yen, be. of! — the Father of all 
thy name. he füchful, may thy nume de ſagc- 
G | tified with the ho yeverence and 
2 2 tons -becence, by all 7. A al able crea- 
lu zie 28 _ Kurd Son, 
5 10 Kin 110 e 
dom cotne ee Tip? which: — — in mis a 
will be done in de ſubmitted to by the whole race of 
tarth- as it is in mankindz und in 3 to it, 
heaven. the eternal laws of righteouſneſs 
of 115162 127 e ſs be praQiſet by all men 
bas 294.910! rf — conſtaney and alacriey, ſome 
ob r Ui, WOY way proportionuble to what is pet= 
ele e formed dy che heaverily f 7 
„ 11 Be pleaſeed of 37 reat g . 
day ure 6 nels, to grant us the 5-204. A | 

d. ſtis life, which thou TE - 
118 th tand iwmeecd of for our comforta- 
115343 ble ape through * | 

de ede | b We alſo intreat thee to forgive 
eee as us dur many fine and iniquities, and 
we forgive our remit” us the puniſhment we have 


debtors, maoſt jun nr in the comfort- 
able we are incou- 
| | raged DS to forgive 2 ach 
0 38479 & "who! have offended and we bleed 
2 AS © 13 Nor ſuffer us, we 


«of? 
not into — fall into ſuch cireum Randes pps 
tion, but deliver the chaſtiſement of our offences; as 
us from evil: For may preve too dangerous fnares and 
thine highs be king-\" cermpeations to us: but by thy good- 


dom, the neſs preſerve us from the allurements 
fer, 24 dhe of this/preſent world, and deliver us 

. ed from evil; more eſpecially, from aur 
Fre of | own ifvidinite deſires, * and the aſ- 
"$9 LW een un. Faults" of the evil one. "All which 
Arth Wo vr we implore of thee our God with the 
"= &:  Vi2Y cel humility; for thine is the 


* 


? 
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„C6 1 - kingdom we deſire may be eſtabliſn- 
enz thine is the power which muſt 
mmi and eſtabliſh it; and thine will 
be the glory in ſo doing, through 
J ceternal ages. Amen 
we 14 For, i 16% 14 Thus have given you 4 plain 
forgive men their and comprehenſive form of prayer, 
treſpaſſes, your to guide you in your addreſſes to the 
il al Father divine majeſty. But what I would 
wm alſo, forgive have you particularly attend to, is, 
you ow; in: tri nn! that you pray that your offences may 
be forgiven; on your forgiving the 
i 03 m tdlaos offences which men commit againſt 
S tit ig! 20 un. 11:91 201347 5071 I TEIL 
1 x5 But if ye 7 15 Therefore be very careful to 
forgive not men acquire the habits of forgiveneſs and 
their treſpaſſes, charity; for I aſſure you, if you do 


# - bY 
(4 14 
* 


2 will your not forgive! men the treſpaſſes they 
i forgive commit againſt you, God will pot 
your trelpanes. for any intreaties or prayers you are 
aa huble to uſe, forgive you your treſ- 
paſſes: But if you do truly, and 
from your heart forgive men their 
offences, God will paſs by and for- 
ba iiupin dae much greater offences 
; 3:54: again himſel lt 


Are rt S883 07 3 58 1 429; Hor! 

— E725 fi: K 8 KIL OU. 

Moot is eie % een bans: | 
Behold, 0 my Soul, another inſtance, and that of 

the greateſt importance, wherein our divine lawgiver 


ef LIU td 


pie | 


- 


has guarded thee. againſt being: turned aſide from Gp 
duty, by thę mean deſire of the applauſe of men: / 
duty that immediately concerns the ſupreme Lord of all, 
who views in the cleareſt light our ĩnmoſt thoughts and 
affections, hich will determine our future ſtate, and 
are the great ſprings of our eternal felicity, or everlaſt- 
ing woe. Think then, what muſt be expected from 
thee, his creature, when thou approacheſt thy great 
Creator? He has endued thee with reaſon, and will ex- 
pect a reaſonable ſervice from thee. The ſervice of the 
lips, without the affectation of the heart, is no _ 
oy | an 


* 
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than ſounding. braſs, or a tinkling cymbal. But to 
approach him by outward forms, to gain the eſteem of 
men, beſpeaks the vileſt hypocriſy, and the baſeſt diſ- 
poſition ; It is no Jeſs than mocking the governor of 
the univerſe, and will be puniſhed with the utmoſt ſe- 
Verity, | 4% „ hott Wy 
herefore let this law be always before thee, that 
ſo the words of thy mouth may be faithful images of 
the thoughts of thy heart; and true, though but faint - 
_ repreſentations. of thy inward diſpoſition. And that 
thou mayſt preſerve an habitual reverence for thy God, 
let thy addreſſes be frequent, thy words few, and thoſe 
well ordered before him; whereby thou wilt deeply im- 
preſs on thyſelf, not to be defaced by the ſhaw of life 
the higheſt regard for the divine majeſty ; that, whilſt 
thy body is proſtrate before thy God, thy whale ſelf 
may be reſigned to him: Nor dare to hope for his ap- 

robation, but in the way of his own appointment. 
8. holineſs of life, and purity of heart, that muſt 
carry aur petitions to his throne ; it is a vital piety, 
rejoicing in a chearful obedience, that muſt make our 
_ requeſts acceptable to him. | ; (2:80) 
. Attend. alſo, and hear what farther thy God re- 
quires of thee, that ſo thy prayers may find accels to 
him. Know then that as thou art a man, and asfuch 
ingaged in human affairs, thou ſtandeſt expoſed both 
to give and receive injuries. Know alſo, that the ac- 
dceptance of thy petitions, and the pardon of thy faults, 
depend on thy-chearful nden the faults of others. 
Impreſs. then deeply on thyſelf the neceſſity of for- 
bearance, and thy obligation to forgive thy neighbour, 
on the penalty of not being forgiven thy much more 
numerous tranſgreſſions, with the comfortable aſſur - 
ance, that the merciful ſhad-ebtain mercy. 10S Kate 
13 And now, Q my ſoul, make 2 full pauſe, recollect 
all thy powers; read again, and again, this moſt im- 
portant declaration, which ſo ſtrongly affects the ſons of 
men: A declaration that carries eternal life or deatk 
along with it. What! have I the word of truth to 
aſſure me, that if I indulge anger and revenge, and do 
not forgive, {/ſhail net be forgiuen; but that if acquire 
ing a meek and merciful Giſtaüitzon. I forgive * my 
£80323 | | earl 
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heart my Lee brother, God will forgive my greateſt of- 
0 


fences : Convinced of this important truth ſhall I ſuffer 
the furious paſſions to roge in my boſom ? Shall wrath or 
anger poſſeis my breaſt ? Shall I dare to indulge a re- 
vengeful diſpoſition, and fire at every little affront ? 
No, far be it from me; for what is ſuch a conduct, _ 
but bidding defiance to the mercy of my judge, and 
entering into judgment with him? Let me, therefore, 
as my own eternal felicity is dear to me, pity, forgive, 
and in filence remit the offences of my brother, as I 
hope myſelf to be pitied, forgiven, and to have my own 
offences paſſed over in ſilence: And as I hope to have 
my treſpaſſes blotted out, let the treſpaſſes of my bro- 
ther be forgot for ever: That ſo I may be delivered 
in the day of temptation, may be preſerved from the 


ſnares of the evil one, and 


of our Lord. 


16 Moreover, 
when ye faſt, be 
not as the hypo- 
crites, of a fad 
countenance: for 


they disfiguretheir 


faces, that they 
may appear unto 
men to faſt, Ve- 
_ rily, I ſay unto 
you, they have 
their reward. 


17 But thou 
when thou faſteſt, 
anoint thine head, 
and waſhthy face: 
18 That thou 
appear not unto 
men to faſt, but 


unto thy Father, 
which is in ſecret: 


and thy Father, 
e which 


Rand approved in the day 


16 Laſtly, do not imitate the 
behaviour of the Phariſees in their 
private faſts, who on thoſe occaſions 
appear in publick in the moſt baſe 
and abject manner, neither waſhin 
their faces, nor anointing their heads 
as uſual ; but they cover themſelves 
with aſhes, that ſo making the moſt 
loathſome appearance, they may. be 
taken notice of, and a landed for 
their remarkable mortification and 
abſtinence. And they have their re- 
ward accordingly, which ends in the 
applauſe of men. | „ 

17,18 But when you keep a private 
faſt, appear as at other times, dreſt, 


and chearful, without any ſign of 


ſeverity; that men may not ſuſpect 
that ſincere humiliation which you 


truly practiſe; and God, who tho” 


inviſible, ſees your ſecret and un- 


feigned piety, will publickly declare 
and reward it, when the actions of 


all men ſhall be made manifeſt. 


which ſeeth in ſe- 
cret, ſhall reward 
thee openly, 


-$O-LILOQUY; 


Attend, O my ſoul, to thy Lord, who now proceeds 
to regulate thy conduct in a practice which does not 
appear to be enjoined under the Chriſtian diſpenſation ; 
bur is, left to the prudence of the humble and pious, as 
they ſhall find the weakening of the body neceſſary 
to the ſubduing of ſenſitive life, and reducing the paſ- 
ſions and appetites to a due ſubjection to the rational 
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powers, and the laws of God, 


Treaſure up then in thy heart this caution before 
thee, and weigh well the deſign of it. To withdraw 
thee from the applauſe of men, and fix thy hopes on 
the approbation of thy God : To deſpiſe all outward 


ſhew and appearance, whilſt thou art purſuing ſenſual 


mortification and internal purity, A deſign worthy a 
being made for immortality, and intended for celeſtial 
honour and glory. . | 5 
Therefore, whenever thou ſhalt judge, O my ſoul, 
that abſtinence may be helpful to advance thee in the 
ſpiritual life, which ſtands in no need of the fight 
of men to give it its proper force, as it rather with- 
draws the mind from its true deſign, prevents its effi- 
cacy, and deſtroys its uſefulneſs : Then, I ſay, let this 
precept be always before thee, that neither inſolence 
nor vain- glory may lead thee aſide ; which would ren- 


der this very action, deſigned for thy good, extremely 


faulty and criminal. ' | Eg 
ls there not real danger of reſting in the applauſe of 
men, when they are made the ſpectators of my mor- 
tifications and faſtings ? 


To what end ſhould my abſtinence appear to the 


world, which is only to prepare me for the mercy of God? 

Why ſhould they be witneſſes of my humiliation, 

who have no part in beſtowing the reward? 

Beware then, O my ſoul, of all external ſhew and 

appearance; let thy abſtinence be hid from the eyes of 

men, that thou _—_ be approved by thy all- ſeeing 
N EI . 


Judge. 
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Judge. And whereas its true deſign is to create the 
deepeſt contrition, and to beget the greateſt abhorrence 
of {in and iniquity ; ſo be very careful that it produces, 
in thee the utmoſt humiliation for thy own offences, 
and the fincereſt compaſſion for thy neighbours. For 
know that all bodily ſeverities, which are not accom- 
panied with, and tend to perfect the habits of meek- 


neſs, humility and love, are b 


ut ſo many refined vices 
and aggravations of our faults. _ | | 


Thankfully then acknowledge the goodnefs of thy 
Lord, who hath graciouſly guarded againſt all pride and 
oſtentation in voluntary mortifications, and has ſo fully 
diſcovered to us wherein their uſefulneſs conſiſts; al- 


ways rememberin 


g, that it is 


27 


alone their improving a 


humble and pious mind that can render them approved 
by our God, and their making the heart better, that 
in'the day of righteous retribution will intitle them to 


any reward, 
19 Lay not up 


ſures upon earth, 
where moth and 
ruſt doth corrupt, 
and where thieves 
break thro' and 


_ ſeal. 


20, But lay up 


for yourſelves trea- 


ſares in heaven, 
where neither 


moth nor ruſt doth 


corrupt, and where 
thieves do not 
break thro* nor 


ſteal. 


21 For 


19 On the whole, do not ſet 
for yourſelves trea- your affections on the tranſitory en- 
joymennts of this life, Which conſiſt 
either in the pomp and riches of this 
world, or in the applauſe of man, 
whoſe life periſhes with his breath, 
and 1s at beſt but of a very ſhort 
continuance, and which you are lia- 
ble every moment to have taken from 
you by the moſt inconſiderable and 


trifling accidents : 


20 But let your riches conſiſt in a 
well-cſtabliſhed faith, and a pious and 
ufeful life; in loving the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and your 
neighbour as yourſelf ; whereby you 
will lay up a treaſure for another 
world, of which no unhappy acci- 
dent can deprive you, but it will re- 
main a laſting and durable poſſeſſion, 
| when this earth and all things in it 


ſhall difappear for ever. 


| 21 And 
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- 21 For where 


your.. treaſure is, 
there will your. 
heart be alſo.. 


21 And I aſſure you, that one of 


theſe muſt be your portion: For if 


vou ſettle * affections on the pe- 


rriſhing poſſeſſions of this world, they 
will root out that reſigned and pious 


diſpoſition which the Chriſtian re- 
ligion requires; but if your happi- 


neſs depends on the hopes of the fa- 


vour of God, and his approbation, 


22 The light of 
the body is the 
eye: if therefore 
thine eye be ſin- 
le, thy whole 
ody ſhall be full 
of light. _ 


4 5 


23 But if thine 


eye be evil, thy 
whole body ſhall 
be full of dark- 
neſs. If therefore 
the light that is in 
thee be darkneſs, 
how great is that 
darkneſs? 


i - 
24 Nomancan 
ſerve two maſters; 


for either he will 


hate the one, and 
love the other; or 
elſe he will hold 
to the one, and de- 
ſpiſe the other. 

| Ye 


it will wean you from theſe fleeting 
ſatisfactions, and fix your thoughts 


on the durable happineſs of the ever- 
blefſed kingdom of God in heaven. 


22 For it is with the mind, as it 


is with the eye, which, if it is clear 
and in order, diſcovers diſtinctly the 
various objects about it, whereby the 


man is inabled to perform the ſeve- 
ral parts of life with eaſe and delight; 
ſeo if the mind has acquired the habits 

of piety and goodneſs, it is fitted to 
perform the Chriſtian virtues, ſteady 


and chearfal 0} oc e e bot 


and repreſents: the: object confuſed 


and indiſtinct, it will more diſcom- 


poſe and diſtract the man, than if 


the eye was intirely dark. 80 if the 


mind has contracted the vicious ha- 


bits of ambition; envy and coves * 


touſneſs, that man is in a more terrĩi- 


ble condition, than a mere ſenſitive 
man, who never exerted the 


powers 
of his mind. ee #RI8Þ 20 

24 Thus you ſee the impoſſibility 
of obeying two maſters at once, whoſe 
deſigns are oppoſite: for you muſt of 
neceſſity purſue the intereſt of one, 
and neglect the other's ; or love and 
eſteem the one, and flight and deſpiſe 
the other, And this muſt be the 


caſe of every one of you, as it re- 


gards 
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Ye cannot ſerve yo your love to God, and this pre- 
God and mam- fent world: for you cannot practiſe 
mon. ttze duties of the Chriſtian life, and 
{2 ddt the ſame time give yourſelves up 
dio the purſuit of worldly pleaſure or 
+) grandeur. Therefore if you will be 
my diſciples, you muſt apply your- 
_ ſelves to the ſtudy and practice of my 
laws, Wet your future happi- 
neſs is inſeparably connected, where- 
buy you will acquire every habit ne- 
ceſſory to your eternal welfare, and be 
made to practiſe them with the great- 
eſt chearfulneſs and alacrit x. 


s O LILO QU Y. 


Reſt a while, O my Soul, and contemplate the 
amazing love and compaſſion of thy Lord and Maſter; 
who has not only performed the part of a righteous wiſe 
lawgiver, obliging by the nobleſt precepts, every way 
fitted to exalt our natures to their utmoſt perfection, 
and perfectly adapted to qualify us for an eternal ex- 
iſtence; but condeſcends to win us to glory and hap- 

pineſs, by the moſt: affectionate addreſſes both to our 
underſtanding and paſſionnss. 
What then, ſhall my Lord convince me in the moſt 

ingaging manner of the folly of purſuing two appo- 
ſite intereſts; and ſhall I ſuffer the perithing injoy- 
ments of this life to come in competition with thoſe 
which are never fading and eternal? . 

Can folly ſo far poſſeſs me, that having an ever- 
laſting inheritance ſet before me, I can trifle it away 
for ſuch tranſitory and uncertain riches, which I may, 
by a thouſand accidents, be deprived of the very next 
moment? | * | 

Can I ſo miſerably impoſe upon myſelf, as to fuf- 
fer a rivalſhip in my breaſt between the ever- bleſſed 
God, the only fountain of. peace, order and true 
felicity, and that evil and malicious one, the ſole au- 
thor of woe and diſorder, who miſerably blinds the 
minds of his followers with falſe Ee _— 
2 | this 
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this _—_ and vain world, till the ſcene ends in their 
utter ruin CALFED he HOY  algt bod :8 | 
. Wouldſt thou then triumph over thy ſpiritual ene- 
mies, and have the God of thy life and ſalvation thy 
portion for ever; diligently attend to thy Lord, that 
thou mayſt acquire that ſimplicity of mind, and ſingle- 
neſs of heart, that nothing may turn thee from pur- 
ſuing thy true intereſt. © ©» | 

If ſenſitive enjoyments ſtrike thee, ſay, Shall I facri- 
fice the favour of God, and the Lamb, for pleaſures ſo 
vain, that they cloy in the very poſſeſſing? If pomp 
and ſhew of life attack thee (think with thyſelf) Shall 
I for a momentary ſplendour, which only begets envy 
in my inferiors, contempt in my ſuperiors, - and no 


durable ſatis faction to myſelf, but too often the re- 


verſe; Shall I (I fay) forfeit that true glory and dig- 
nity that my Lord woos me to partake of, and which 
God. will beſtow on the patient continuer in well-do- 
ing, before the whole rational creation, and which 
will be but an introduction to an eternal felicity as 
great as it is laſting? No, far be the thought; let 
me attend to my great lawgiver; let his laws be the 
ſole rule of my actions, whilſt my will is intirely ſwal- 
lowed up in the will of my judge; that when this earth 
ſhall be burnt up, the elements run down a liquid fire, 
and nature itſelf expiring, I may be caught up to meet 
the Lord in the air, that where he is, 7 may be alſo. 
and being clothed with the ſame glory, may behold 
him as he is, with uninterrupted tranſport, anc ever- 


25 Thereforc [ 


ſay unto you, take 
no thought for 
VJourlife, what ye 
ſhall eat, or what 
ye ſhall drink; nor 
yet for your body 


what ve hall put : 
rie Ns: a as ſuffer your minds to be employed 


on: Is not the life 
more than meat, 


and the body than 


raiment? 
TE ++ ; 


25 Therefore, I ſay unto all my 
diſciples, Suffer not any of the affairs 
of this life to ingroſs your thoughts 
and attention: But as for you whom 
I have more immediately called to 


propagate my doctrine to the world, 
command that you do not fo much 


about even the providing of that ne- 


ceſſaty food and raiment, which your 
very make, and the general 


circum. 
{tances 


1 a ſtances of human n ature require: 


For the work I imploy you in will 
call for all your time and induſtry. 
Yet let not this injunction diſcou- 


rage you, nor flacken your zeal in 


my ſervice ; for God who gave you 


1 poup very beings, and hath called you 


me to be the diſpenſers of the 
hriſtian religion, and knows your 
lives are neceſſary to this work; he, 


I fay, will take care that you ſhall 


wWuant nothing that is fitting to carry 


fowls of the air: 
for they ſow not, 


neither do they 
reap, nor gather 


into barns; yet 
your heaven! Fa- 
ther feedeth . 
Are ye not much 


better than they? 


you through it. 

26 And to encourage you to 2 
chearful and ready obedience, con- 
template on the circumſtances of the 
very birds of the field; they make no 
proviſion for futurity, and yet the 
providence of God ſo orders it, that 
they find a ſufficient ſupply both for 
themſelves and their young; and that 
ſo conſtantly, that their ſpecies are 
continued through the ſeveral ages of 
the world: And can you doubt of 
his protection, who has ſet you apart 


for ſo noble and excellent a work; 


27 Which of 


you by taking 
thought, can ad 
one cubit unto his 
ature? _ 


28 And why 
take ye thought 
1 | or 


and who- conſequently are ſo much 
more uſeful and better than they? 

27 And that I may intirely wean 
you from any — "thas may 
ariſe from worldly affairs, know, 
that if you perform the work you 
are called to, as you ought, it will 
ſo intirely ingage you, that any 


thoughtfulneſs about your temporal 


concerns, will be of as little ſervice 


to you, as the being ſalicitous about 


the growth of your body would be 


of ſervice to the increaſe . of your 
ſtature. 5 34 | 


28, 29 And as to your apparel, why 


- ſhould you doubt of a ſufficient pro 


viſion ? 
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for raiment? Con- 


ider the lilies of fl 


the field how they 
row; they toil 


not, neither do 


* 


they ſpin. 
29 And yet 1 


ſay unto you, that 


eyen Solomon in 
all his glory, was 


not arrayed like 


one of theſe. 


30 Wherefore if 
God ſo clothe the 
graſs of the field, 
which to-day 1s, 
and to-morrow 1s 
caſt into the oven, 
thall he not much 
mare clothe you, 


O ye of little faith? 


31 Therefore 


take no thought, 


ſaying. What ſhall 


we eat? or what 
ſhall we drink? or 
wherewithal ſhall 


_ we beclothed ? 


85 2 (For after all 
eſe things do the 
Gentiles ſeek) for 


your heavenly Fa- 


ther knoweth that 
ye have need of all 


theſe things. 


1 * But ſeek ye 


hrſt the kingdom 


| rightrouſaaltang 


viſion.z when the very flowers of the 

eld are adorned with a beauty far 
ſuperior to all the pomp of dreſs 
and ſhew, that even Solomon, the 
molt delicate and luxurious of all 
the princes of the Eat, could boaſt 
of in his greateſt glory ? 


30 Therefore let not the ſeeming 
ſeverity of this precept make you 
to be offended at my doctrine, nor 
to waver in your duty; for ſurely 
your faith muſt be very ſmall, if you 
can ſee all that elegancy that is be- 
ſtowed on the very e Ap which 


is but of few days continuance, and 


then periſhes for ever, yet can doubt 
of God's proyiding for you, whom 
he hath immediately imployed in a 


work of the greateſt importance. 


31, 32 1 therefore once more cau- 


tion you againſt all uneaſy appre- 


henſions about food and raiment, 
and the neceſſary demands of the 
body, from a ſteady belief of your 
being under his immediate protection, 
who thoroughly knows yqur wants, 
and will infallibly ſupply them: For 
it is only excuſable in the blind and 


uninformed Heathen, who Worſhip 


Rocks and ſtones, and whoſe expec- 
tations are chiefly limited to this life, 
eagerly to purſue ſenſitive injoyments, 


as their great and principal good. .' 
33 But, for you, let the great 


concerns of the Meſſiah's kings 
which God is now erecting by you 


ö 
| 
bl 
C | 
| 
4 
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all theſe” things of righteouſneſs which is introduced 
ſhall be added un- by it, whereby you are prepared for 
to ou. an eternal happy duration, be your 
5 conſtant ſtudy and practice; and 
the good providence of God will cer- 
._ , tainly ſupply all your outward wants 
f 155 97 0 7h; 
34 Take there- 34 Wherefore being convinced 
ore no thought that you are under the immediate 
for the morrow : protection of the governour of the 
for the morrow world, let no future cares diſcom- 
mm takethought poſe or perplex you; for aſſure your- 

for the things of f. as the Eon hd ot 
itſelf: ſufficient ſelves, that the oppoſitions and trials 
unto the day is that you will meet with from the 
the evil thereof. vices and bigotry of men, will give 
. you ſufficient uneaſineſs, without 
your 5 55 your own minds about 
the affairs of this life, which to you 
in particular are of no moment; nor 
will your giving yourſelves any con- 
| ceͤern about them, anſwer any wiſe or 

„e ROT 0. 


801 erer. 


- Here, O my ſoul, are freſh inſtances of the good- 
neſs of our indulgent Lord and Maſter, who kindly 
affords ſuch a large held for contemplation, and opens 
a proſpect as delightful as uſefal ; whereby the whole 
man is prepared to run with chearfulneſs the race that 
is ſet befote him. IG nts 
Here from a great variety of plain and familiar in- 
ſtances, we are Jed to a dependance on our God, 
from the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of divine aſſiſtance un- 
der every difficulty, to which the pious man can be ex- 
poſed in this probational ſtate. e PEA TY 
And though the injunctions before thee may in the 
ſtricteſt ſenſe more immediately refer to the apoſtles, 
and the firſt propagators of the goſpel ; yet they alſo 
belong to every man who fears God, and departs from 
iniquity; who as he is obliged as a Chriſtian to ſuffer 
nothing to divert him from his duty, ſo whilſt he faith- 
fully 
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fully performs it, he is ſecure of being always favoured. 
accord- 


| =_— 


affords. 


goods, to carry me through this ſtate of 'probation, 
need not doubt but they wal be beſtowed upon me. 
Diſtract not then thyſelf, O my ſoul, with vain 
hopes and uſeleſs fears; conſider this world as it is, frail 
and periſhing, and which at. beſt we muſt quit in a 
very little time; withdraw therefore thy affections from 
all its injoyments, let them ingroſs no place in thy 
5 F | heart: 


” 
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Heart: uſe the world itſelf but as a means to ſecure a 

never-fading crown of glory, which in the day of re- 
compence the righteous Judge will beſtow on the pa- 
tient continuer in well-doing. _ 1 | 


e 


Having herbe you the diſpoſſtion of mind netefſary th 
your -adniſfion into the Meſfiah's kingdom; I now pro- 
cred th give you ſame generul precepts with regard to your 


conduct in 
C. 
4 40 


th 


Poo 33 3% 
"IL UD not 
J chat ye be 


not jadged. 
2 Forwithwhat 


judgement ve 


zudge, ye ſnall be 
judged: and with 
what meaſure. ye 
mete, it ſhall 2 
meaſured to you 
again. 


in 


3 And why be- 


holdeſt thou the 


more that is in thy 


brother's eye, hut 
conſidereſt not the 
beam that is in 
thine own eye? 


aft, arifing from your knowledge 'of 
un religion, that it may become truly beneficial 


the 


1,2 NNO which end, take great 

115 Lare, that the knowledge 
which hath thus freely been be⸗ 
ſtowed upon op does not fill you 
with pride and ambition ; and more 


eſpecially guard againſt a cenforious 
temper of mind, and raſh judging of 


others, for every little failure in con- 
duct, or miſtake in judgment; Jeſt 
you yourſelves, who are ſo guilty of 


many faults, meet with as ſevere a 
cenſure from God. For, I aſſure 


you, that at the day of judgment 
God will deal with you in a method 


_ proportionable to your treatment of 
your fellow-ſervants ; either with 


compaſſion and 'mercy, or with fe- 

verity and rigour. | 

3 Therefore carefully avoid the 

inſolent behaviour of the hypocritical 
hariſets, who ſeverely cenſure men 

dae neglect of the more inconſi- 

derable parts of the poſitive law, 


ſuch as the tything of mint and cum- 


min, 'whilſt themſelves neglect the 
a great 
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4 eh ew m - 


thou ſay to thy 
brother, Let me 
pull out the mote 
out of thine eye; 
andbehold, abeam 
is inthine owneyer 


5 Thou hypo- 


ile firſt caſt out 


the beam out of 
thine own eye; 


and then ſhaltthou 


ſee clearly to caſt 


. out the mote out 
of thy brother's. 


* 


which; 18 holy unto 


the dogs, neither 


caſt ye your pearls 
befor Aa leſt 
anker their fr, 
their (rats 
and turn ag 
and rent you. 


6 bs * 


great duties of Juſtice and charity, 


thoſe weightier parts of che moral 


law, without which it is impoſfible 
to obtain the favour of God. 

4 For how can you reprove your 
brother for his miſtakes or failings, 
when you ſtand convinced in your 
own minds of having acted con- 
trary to the eternal laws of truth and 
Juſtice. 


1. Therefore, abhorri Gch hy- 
obexitical practices, ir EE 
amend your own lives, and then 
will be qualified either to :nſtin : 
or reform your neighbour, by ap- 
plying to him in a kind and judicious 
manner, ſuitable to his temper _ 
diſpoſition of mind. 


6 Not but that I would have you 
dikinguiſh between a man who in 
general leads a fober and inoffenfive 


life, though guilty of ſome confider- 


able failing s, and obdurate and . 


fligate offenders, who would only 
treat your kind reproofs with Ne | 
and in ury; whom it is better to 


leave in their wickedneſs, than to 


= expoſe your perfons, by kind ooos, 
to their reſentments, when you have 
no proſpect of doing them any you: 


SOLILOQUY. 


"Attend, O my ſoul, to thy Lord, * hear to 
ni dictates; that duly improving thy talent, thou mayſt | 
1 found faithful in the day of thy Lord. | 

Hath his voice been heard in thy ſtreets ? have thy 
powers been, inobled by his doctrines ? hath wiſdom en- 
tered into thine heart? and hath thy underſtanding been 
NES by his wards? be very careful to employ-al 


thy 
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thy improvements to the glory of God and the Lamb, 
and uſe them to the advantage of all around thee. | 

Better had it been for thee, that thy lot had been caſt 
in the land of darkneſs, that thy portion had been af- 
ſigned. thee among the, blind Heathen, and that know- 
ledge had neyer entered thy dwelling, than that pride 


tion of knowledge, is humility ; and the perfection of 
- humility, is obedience and love. 4 200 


What is the ſupreme excellency of the Chriſtian 3 


reformation, and the convincing of others. I 
It is by this univerſal goodneſs and benignity of mind; 
that I become qualified to obey the injunction before me, 
and to avoid that fatal and perniciqus practice of judg- 
ing another man's ſervant, It is by this diſpofition alone, 
that the knowledge of truth, and the practice of virtue, 
can obtain in the world. 3 | | 
. Attend then, O my ſoul, to the voice of thy Lord. 
Suppreſs in thyſelf all infolence of behaviour, and love 
of dominion ; nor ſuffer any difference of ſentiment to 
excite thee to anger; neither dare to aggravate the failings 
of thy brother, nor treat him with arrogance or con- 
tempt : But always remember, that ſuch a conduct is 
itſelf a beam, which, till it is removed out of thine 
own eye, unqualiſies thee to judge of the mcte in thy 
brother's eye. | DELETE on PIES 
Therefore imitating the meekneſs and gentleneſs, 
the kindneſs and patience of the Prince of peace, with 
i : wWiſdom 
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wiſdom apply thyſelf to the weakneſs of thy brother, 
in the ſpirit of love and compaſſion; that when thy 
Lord ſhall come to take cognizance of thy actions, 
thou mayft be found among thoſe faithful and wiſe ſer- 
vants, who have wiſely diſtributed according to the 
portion allotted to them, and whom our Lord will 
make rulers over all his goods. 3 

But the wiſdom and goodneſs of our kind and be- 
neficent Maſter does not ſtop here; no, he has taught 
us to join with goodneſs of heart, and ſweetneſs of 
diſpoſition, prudence and caution in a faulty world. 
Whilſt TI am to omit no occaſion of aſſiſting and 
guiding the teachable mind, of recovering the loſt, 
and bringing back the ſtrayed; I am Kindly cautioned 
to withdraw from the perverſely wicked, and to leave 
the obſtinate and irreclaimable to their own devices; 
Teſt whilſt I am fruitleſly ingaged in their reformation, 
J ſuffer loſs, both from that ſpirit of 'malice and revenge, 
which always accompanies the obdurate and knowingly 
faulty, and alſo from the hurt my own temper may 're- 
ceive from the perverſeneſs of the malicious and ſpite- 
ful offender. eee in e ee e 
Inſtructed thus fully in thy duty, chearfully ingage 
in the practice of it. Let thy oven faults teach thee to 
pity the infirmities of thy brother; let the good effects 
that a kind treatment hath upon thyſelf, make thee very 
careful in thy conduct towards thy neighbour, and di- 
ligently guard againſt magnifying the mote in thy bro- 
ther's eye, whilit thou hardly takeſt notice of the 
beam in thine own eye; but let the only uſe thou 
makeſt of his failings, be his recovery, that fo both 
may be faved in the day of our Lord. "bp! 
Therefore retreating from all wrath and contention, 
be always diligent to preſerve a meek and calm diſpo- 
ſition ; that attaining the ſteady habits of righteouſneſs, 
love and peace, thou mayſt be clothed in white raiment, 
and ſtand with exceeding joy before the Son of man. 


7 Aﬀe, and it 7 But know that a conſtant de- 
ſhall be given you: pendence on the divine aſſiſtance is 
ſeek, and ye ſhall abſolutely neceſſary to your per- 
find: knock, and formancè of theſe great duties of 
Ar tign = | Chriſtianity 3 
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it ſhall be opened 
unto ou. 


g For every one 


that aſketh, re- 
ceiveth: and he 
that ſeeketh, find- 
eth: and to him 


that knocketh, it 


mall be opened. 


9 Or what man 
is there of you, 
whom if his ſon 
aſk bread, will he 
give him a ſtone? 


10 Or if he aſk 
afiſh, will he give 
him a ſerpent? 
141 If ye then 
being evil, know 
how to give good 
gifts unto your 
children, how 
much more ſhall 
ur Fatherwhich” 
is in heaven give 
2 things to 
em that aſł him? 


12 'There- 


Chriſtianity; which alliſtance you 


muſt implore with conſtancy and 


fervency. _- 2 
8 And God who. hears your ſin- 
cere prayers, put up with conſtancy 


and fervency, will give you all things 
neceſlary for your ſupport and aſſiſt- 


ance. | | 


9 Which aſſiſtance no one who 
performs. his duty can in the leaſt 
doubt of, who does but reflect, that 
even among the yery worſt of men, 
how moroſe or ill-tempered ſoever, 
yet if a child intreats his father for 
the neceſſaries of life, he will not in 
return give him what will at beft 
be but uſeleſs to him : 

10 Nor if he aſks for any further 
aſſiſtance, will he give him what will 
hurt or injure him. 

11 And if daily experience con- 
vinces you of this truth, viz. that 
the molt baſe and wicked of the hu- 
man race have a natural affection for 
their children, and take pleaſure in 
ſupplying their wants, and giving 
them what is fitting and convenient; 
how much more ſhall God, the kind- 


eſt of beings, who both created and 


continues to ſuſtain you, and hath. 
taken you into the relation. of chil- 


dren, and condeſcends to be invoked 
by the indearing name of your hea- 
venly Father, give you all that ne- 


ceſſary aſſiſtance your circumſtances 
require; whilſt you behave as duti- 
ful and obedient children, and con- 
tinue to implore it of him in a hum- 
ble and ſubmiſſive manner? 


12 And 


* 
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12 Therefore all 12 And being convinced of the 
things whatſoever | goodneſs of God to thoſe who fear 
ye would that men him, let this be the foundation of 
ſhould do to you, your own conduct towards one an- 
a, * 4 © other, making this the great rule of 
05 WL; an d Ki your actions, That whatſoever yow 
prophets.” expect from, or think reaſonable an- 

... ©, «Other ſhould do for you, that you 


de always ready chearfully to do for 


another. This is that great and im- 
portant truth, which natural religion 
mmamoſt ſtrongly teaches; this is that 

ti titruth,s which the ſeveral revelations 
given both by Moſes and the pro- 


pPnhets, have endeavoured to reſtore in 
a ſinful world; and this is that truth 
wich I am come to inforce and per- 
ect, and which I have now explain- 
e bas za. edhih great variety of inſtances, and 
+ 2d bug is indeed the foundation both of all 
moral virtue, and of all the refined 
precepts of religion, in which I have 

now inſtructed you. 2 


 SOLILOQUY. 
010 41 "LY + 


Art thou convinced, 0 my foul, not only of the 
ety Fu but of the wiſdom and goodneſs of that ſu- 
preme Being, whoſe power laid the foundation of the 
earth, and at whoſe word the heavens were formed; 
whoſe wiſdom conducts the innumerable orbs, and pre- 
ſerves the order and harmony. of the univerſe; whoſe 

goodneſs gives life and breath to the great variety of 
—— and intelligent beings, and continues them thro 
their proper periods, making conſtant proviſion for 
their preſervation and happineſs ? 


. 


- 


And art thou further convinced, that the Hadi als. 


mighty.and moſt beneficent Being hath i in a particular 
manner had regard to the human race; and by his be- 
loved Son from heaven hath not only delivered us from 
che condemnation to which our breach of his righteous 
u Dag expoled us, but hath opened to us an ever- 
21 <3 2 during 


* 


during exifience, when this world, and all that 
is in it, ſhall be burnt up and conſumed? 
And am l further aſſured, that the juſt ſhall live by 
faith; and hath the infallible prophet from on high 
declared to us, that the obedient and teachable mind, 
that from a ſteady belief of the veracity of God, im- 
plores with conftancy and fervency the things which 
are neceſſary and convenient, ſhall be infallibly Beard 
and aſſiſted ; and ſhall I in any caſe miſtruſt that 
power, wiſdom and goodneſs, whilft 1 humbly refign 
myſelf to his will, and conftantly depend upon him? 
Then, chat thy views may be inlarged, and thy 
faith ſtrengthened, and that no preſent diſappointment 
or ſuffering may be able to move thee ; diligently at- 
tend to the ftrong demonſtration thy Lord has ſo beau- 
tifully exhibited to thee. | ; 

- Say, O my foul, is it poſſible. that thy bountiful 
Creator could implant ſuch. a ſurpriſing tenderneſs in 
the whole animal creation for their offspring, and that 
even the moſt ſordid of the human race ſhould be fo 


deeply concerned for their young, that there is hardly 


any inconvenience but what they willingly ſubmit to 
for their preſervation and happineſs; and canſt thou 
doubt of his fatherly care, from whom all this profu- 
ſion of benevolence ſprings!  _ _ 
Warmed then with the aſſured hope of divine pro- 
tection, fix thy whole thoughts on thy duty, which 
gives thee both a right to thy Creator's favour, and 
inſures it to thee; which as it is the firſt of bleflings, 
ſo nothing but thy own folly can deprive thee of it, 

Let then thy mercy and goodneſs to thy neighbour 
intitle thee to the mercy and favour of thy God: 
Wouldft thou be under his gracious protection, do thou 
chearfully aſſiſt all whom his providence has placed un- 
der thy inſpection, and joyfully perform every action of 
kindneſs to another, which thou wouldſt have another do 
to thyſelf: For verily there is a reward for the righteous. - 

Being thus prepared, by a humble and holy obedi- 
ence, for an intire truſt and dependence on thy God 
caſt all thy care upon him, for he careth for thee, and 
will never leave nor forſake the humble and contrite 
ſpirit. If he tries thee with aflitions, it is but to parity 
| g b mee 
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thee, and make thee more white; if he deprives thee of 
theſe periſhing riches, it is but that thou mayſt partake 
more abundantly of the true and never-fading riches; 
if ſickneſs and pain are thy portion, it is only that thy 

ſpiritual health may be advanced,' and thy ſtrength re- 

ewed as an eagle's; art thou deptived of thy deareſt 
riends and relations, it is but that thou ſhouldeſt be 
brought ſo much nearer to the ſource of glory, the ori- 
gin of all true felicity.  _ | 
O © bleſſed Saviour, what ſupport doſt thou afford the 
human mind, labouring under the agonizing woes of 
this aflitive: life, whilſt thou doſt e to the patient 
attender on his God, the friendſhip of omnipotence, 


and the ſure protection of infinite wiſdom and good- 


neſs ; an inward fountain of 
lation ſpringing up for ever. 


ſpiritual bliſs and conſo- 


Raiſed then by the firm and conſtant hopes of the 
favour of him whoſe favour alone is life and eternal 
| felicity ; truſt in his power, ſubmit to his wiſdom, re- 


joice in his mercy and goodneſs ;z and performing thy 
duty with joy and alacrity, cry out with the tranſported 
believing prophet: Although the fig-tree ſhall not blofſom, 
neither ba 


I fruit be in the vine; though the —_ the 
olive ſhall fail, and the fields 


ſhall yield no meat; though 


the foo. Hall be cut off from the fold, and there fhall be 


no herd in the flalls: 


4 will 7 rejoice in the Lard; I will 


Joy in the Gad of my ſalvation. 


13 Enter ye in 
at the 
ſor wide is the gate 


and broad is the 


2 that leadeth 
to deſtruction, and 
many there be 
which goin there- 
. 


narrow is the w 


to 


ſtrait gate; 


and 


13 However dificult thels exalted 


doctrines may appear to you, yet 
abſolute flutely ne- 


oy practice of we is al 2 

ceſlary, if you will be m eiples, 
ops 0 r leere Ib 8 
vation which I offer; whereas that 
ſenſual and vicious courſe of life, in 
which the greateſt part of mankind 
indulge themſelves, muſt unavoidably 


eek.nd in their utter deſtruction. 
14 Becauſe ſtraĩt 
is the gate, and 


14 For the attaining that future 


and ever- bleſſed life, which the Chri- 
way ſhin religion propoſes, requires that 
 whichleaget] * : 8 opotes, requ 


care and induftry to improve the rea- 
| I 2 ſonable 


0 
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to life,” Dey few ſonable powers of the mind, nk to 
there be * find. acquire ſuch ſpiritual habits of good- 
it.. neſs and piety, | which the body of 
1. men who are ſunk in the pleaſüres 
and vanities of this life, win not be 
dt the pains of. pe 3 8611 


s LI Lou v. 


Hlere reſt a while, O my ſoul, and nen A 
the ways of life and death, 12 85 thy Lord and Judge 
| bath marked out, and ſet before thee with che Create | 
F in. fo quill: 

The one the broad and 9 road of elt lifes 
the other the narrow and laborious path of duty and 
inſtruction. "Phe one flattering fora while the thought- 
lefs unattentive bind, till it ends in eternal night; the 
other uneaſy and difficult at its firſt entrant; but its 
ſteps lead to light and joy, and end in everlaſting day. 

Hear then, O my ſoul, and thou ſhalt not ſee death, 
neither ſhall thy feet ſtumble. in the dark mountains. 
Ta be carnally-minded is deatb, but te be e ee 
ed is life and peace. 

If thou wilt live the life of the brute, thou muſt pe- 
riſh with him; but if thou wilt greatly raiſe thy powers, 
enoble thy views, obey thy Lord, and i imitate thy Cre- 
ator, thou ſhalt live for ever.. a" 4 v4; 

The ſenſitive life muſt end with a things; Py 
the mind that contents itſelf with ſhadows, miſt: as a 
ſhadow diſappear: But the man who deſires inſtruction, 
and withdraws from contention ; who mourning his paſt 
offences, hungers and thirſts after righteouineſs and 
truth; who is prepared by goodneſs: of heart, and pu- 
rity of life, for the bleſſed viſion of the only living and 
true God; and by the conſtant exerciſe of mercy and 
patience, is fitted to do his will; as he thereby becomes 
qualified to be-imployed by his God throughout the 
whole creation, ſo he ſhall endure for ever, his "bliſs ſhall 
be. perpetual, and his glory everlaſting. To him it is 
given to riſe through the ages of eternity in theſcale of 
being, and to be perpetually more and more conformed 

to tht image of his God; : Whom to lem dle is the only 
e f true 
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true excellency, and the ſupreme glory and dignity of 
the:moſt; exalted being 11 1 
This, O my ſoul, is to live and to be happy, and 
this alone is worthy the exiſtence of the rational mind. 
To reject it, is the folly of fools; but to comply with 
it, is glory, honour and immortality. To him zb 
thus overcomes (faith the Lord and Giver of life and 
glory) will 1 grant to ſet on ny throne, even as T alſo 


quercame,. and 
throne, 


15 Beware of | 
falſe: .prophets, 


which come to 
you in ſheeps 
clothing, but in- 
wardly they are 
ravening wolves.” 


— 
ed . 


am ſet down with 


my Father on his 


** 


- 
* 


5 Yet let me caution you, that 
when my exhortations have warmed 
your minds to the ſincere practice of 
religion, you do not implicitly follow 
every one who comes with the ſhew 
of external mortification and humi- 
lity; for many impoſtors will ariſe 


in the church, who will make ap- 


pearance of great abſtinence, that 


16 Ye fhall- 
know them by 
their fruits: Do 


8 tree bringeth 


forth good fruit: 


but a corrupt tree 
bringeth forth evil 
FFC 
18 A good tree 

cannot bring forth 
evil fruit: neither 
can a corrupt tree 
bring forth good 
fran 9 
19 Every tree 
that bringeth not 
forth good fruit, is 


hewun 


ö conſider that in the vegetable world 
men gather grapes | 
of thorns, or ugs 


er thilfles? ffom thiſtles 


117 Even ſo every 


they may more effectually prey upon, 
| 291} 6 r 


and devour you. 

16 But that you may be able to 
diſcover ſuch pernicious teachers 
you do not find grapes to be produced 

y thorns, nor do you gather figs 

nan uk 03687 me 


1 75 1 8, 19 Neither does bad frui 

grow on a tree whole kind is 808d. 
nor good fruit on a tree whoſe kind 
is bad; but as ſoon as you pereeive 


the ſort to be faulty, you cut it down 
as only fit for the fire. So the great 


deſign of religion being to make men 


good and pious, and theſe falſe 


teachers having always ſome private 
temporal intereſt or luſt to gratify, 


directly oppoſite to the pure precepts 
of Chriſtianity, which takes men off 


from this world, and fixes their ex- 
pectations on a better life; theſe pre- 
n OP 065 e 1:67 eee 
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not what vain man can do unto thee. 
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hewn down and tenders therefore, being defeQive in 
caſt into the fire. the very firſt principles of juſtice and 
416 Tip} 2 are to be utterly rejected, 
as ſuch as are ſet apart for deſtruc- 
20 Wherefore 20 Therefore be not diſcouraged 
by their fruits ye that ſuch deceivers are permitted; for 
mall know them. if you will impattially examine for 
_ yourſelves, you will be able to form 
a true judgment of thoſe who pre- 
tend to be the inſtructors of mankind, 
ſo as to reject ſuch as would deceive 
and ruin you, and approve ſuch 
as are indeed the teachers of truth 
and righteouſneſs. „ 
SOLILOQUY. 


3 Here, O my ſoul, is another inſtance of the kind con- 


cern of thy inuulgent Lord and Maſter, who will not loſe 


one of the human race whom the father has given him; 


but will lead the humble and teachable, and conduct 
the meek to eternal glory and happineſs. 

The Chriſtian inſtitution is an addreſs to our rea- 
fon, and obliges to examination: Our bleſſed Saviour 
hath left it upon record, that truth will bear the light. 
He has called us to be wiſe as well as honeſt, atid to 
join with an upright heart ang underſtanding mind. 

Ay fbeep know my voice, is the declaration of the true 
Shepherd of God's fold. He has inlarged the path, 
and opened the way, ſo that none who attend can miſs 
it ; of which the caution before thee is a worthy proof. 


By this kind warning thou art guarded againſt im- : 


poſture and delivered from the artful deluder. 

. Inftruted then by thy great lawgiver, ſuffer not a 
falſe humility to miſlead thee, by giving up thy judg- 
ment to a man like thyſelf ; neither fear the vain terror 
of the boaſting impoſtor. Diligently Rudy the will of 
thy Lord, apply thyfelf to underſtand his doctrines, 
conform thy life to his laws, and let all thy actions flow 
from a' ſincere and conſtant regard to God and the 
Lamb, obeying the truth in the love of it; and and 

wy SOS & t 
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It is by this temper of mind that thou art clothed 


with true humility ; it is by this diſpoſition that thou 


art qualified for the ſervice of thy God. By this 
thou wilt judge rightly between the faithful inſtructor, 
and the crafty deluder. The follower of the Lamb, 
muſt be as the Lamb, meek, and lowly of heart; 
ready for every good work; neither to break nor to 
bruiſe, but to bind up and heal: Not to throw about 
thunders and anathemas for difference of judgment, 
eſtabliſhing doctrines with ſword and fire, 5 to bear 
with the weak, to guide with mercy and judgment, 
and by love and compaſſion to fulfil the law, 18 
Let this caution then, O my ſoul, be a double guard 
upon thee, both to guide thee in forming my judg- 
ment of others, and to regulate thy own conduct to- 
wards ſuch as are under thee. t no man lord it 
over thy faith, neither do thou treat thy brother im- 
periouſſy; but behave thyſelf with wiſdom and pru- 
dence, meekneſs and goodneſs ; that when thy Lord 
ſhall come to render. to every one according to his 
works, thou mayſt be intruſted with power over the 
nations, and be honoured with the morning ftar.* 


21 Not every ' 28 And that I may excite you to 
one that ſaith unto great care and diligence in the regu- 


me, Lord, Lord, Jating your lives and actions, know 
ſhallenterintothe aſſuredly, that no mere external pro- 
kingdom of hez- feſſion of my religion, or acknow- 
ven : but he har. ledgment of my authority, will intitle 
9 38 Which ou to the favour of God; for the 
bk a | es of the heavenly ſtate is alone 
e reſerved for thoſe who carefully at- 
5 tend to the will of God made known 


ere and yield a fincere and ſteady 
obedience to it. 195 1 
22 Many | 


— 


SS. i. a. ME one V * * „ * * 9 „ 


Ay the morning ftar, which brings in the day, muſt at 
leaſt be meant progreſſive knowledge perpetually increafing in 
the moſt diffuſtove manner, and raiſing the fincere and _— 
inguirer ta the utmoſt pitch to which his nature is capable of 
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22 Many will 22 Nay further, though the Pro- 
ſay to me in that vidence of God ſhould make uſe of 
day, Lord, Lord, any perſons, in propagating my goſ- 
have we not pro- 1 ſo far as even to impower them 
Pheſied in thy to predict future events, nay, viſi- 
bly to reſtrain the power of evil ſpi- 
rits, and to perform the moſt aſtoniſh- 
ing miracles, and thereby become 
truly inſtrumental in ſpreading the 
Chriſtian religion in the world; 
23 And then 22 Yet if their lives have been 


name have caſt out 
devils?, and in thy 
name done many 
wonderful works? 


will I profeſs unto contrary to my laws, and they have 


them, I never been ſenſual, unrighteous, proud and 

knew you: depart cenſorious, in the day of righteous 
from me, ye that judgment I ſhall diſown them as m 

work iniquity. diſciples, and all the return I ſhall 

a7) make them for their profeſſion of 

ſervice to me, ſhall be, I own you 

not for my- ſubjects, who have not 

obeyed my commands; therefore as 

vou have not conformed yourſelyes 

to the laws of juſtice and goodneſs, 

ye ſhall have no place in the Meſ- 

ſiah's kingdom, where nothing that 

defiles or offends ſhall be permitted 


to enter. 


SOU ELO F. 
No bow, O my ſoul, and tremble before thy God, 
who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity with ap- 
probation, and who will in no caſe clear the guilty: 
Search then thy heart and try it, that no corrupt thing 
may be found therein. Obedienee is joy and peace, diſ- 
obedience is death eternll. ji 
Flatter then not thyſelf, that the worthy name by which 
thou art called, will ſtand thee in any ſtead if thy life 
and actions contradict thy profeſſion. Nor think that 
any degree of knowledge will be of any ſervice to thee, 
if thou indulgeſt iniquity in thine heart. No, though 
thou boaſteſt thyſelf of being an inſtructor of others, a 
guide to the ignorant, and eyes to the blind; if thou 
| | abuſeſt 
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abuſeſt the diſpenſation thou art favoured with, thy light 
to thee is darkneſs, and thy glory thy ſhame ; thou art 
an enemy to God and the Lamb, and haſt in the moſt 
ſenſible manner affronted thy Saviour. The power of 
heaven, in which thou haſt gloried, is now ready to 
cruſh thee, and nothing remains but that fearful ſen- 
tence, Depart from me, thou curſed, into everlaſting fire, 
Prepared for the devil and his angels. 

.. Warned then by thy moſt merciful Saviour, watch 
over the thoughts of thy heart, and the actions of thy 


life, that a pure ſtream may flow from a pure foun= 


tain; think what is the hope of the hypocrite, and 
where will be his end; that avoiding the very appear- 
ance of evil, thou mayſt adhere to the law of thy 
Lord, and rejoice in the God of thy ſalvation, adorn- 
ing the doctrine of thy Lord and Maſter by an un- 
feigned piety, attended with the univerſal practice of 
Juſtice, temperance, and love. N a 
Here then, O my ſoul, is thy reſt, a reſt more dura- 
ble than the heavens, and more permanent than time; 
when all ſublunary things ſhall vaniſh, the righteous 
ſhall ſtand ſure, and never be moved ; prepare then 
thyſelf by a diligent examination and a uniform obe- 
_ dience, to meet thy Lord in his glory, that having faith- 
fully performed the will of thy God, thou mayſt receive 
before men and angels that bleſſed ſentence, Well done, 
good and faithful ſervant, thou 7 been faithful in a 
few things, I will make thee ruler over many things, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord, TO 


- 24 Therefore, 
whoſoeverheareth 
theſe ſayings of 
mine, and doeth 
them, I will liken 
him unto a wiſe 
man, which built 
his houſe upon a 
rock: 

25 And the rain 
deſcended, and the 
floods came, and 

„ the 


24, 25 The great deſign then of 
the Chriſtian religion being to rectify 
the minds, and form the actions of 


men, in order to their everlaſting eſta- 


bliſhment ; therefore thoſe who attend 
to my doctrine, and profeſs my inſti- 
tution, may very fitly be compared to 
builders, and they will ſucceed accord- 
ingly. For as a wiſe builder fixes his 
houſe upon a rock, which when the 
time of rain comes, reſiſts all the 
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the 1 hlew, 


and beatupen that 


houſe: and it fell 


not, for it was 


faunded upon a 
rock. | 


26 A 
one that hea 
theſe; ſayings. of 


Wine, and daeth. 


them not, ſhall be 
likened unto. a 


fooliſhman,which 


dale his houſe 
| the ſand: 
| 2 And the rain 


deſcended, andthe 


floods came, aud 


the winds blew, 


and beat upon that 
houſe: and it fell, 


and great was the 


fall of 1 it, 


80111 


ſhocks: bath of furious hurricanes of 
wind, and violent torrents of water, 
becauſe its foundation is fixed and ſo- 


lid: Sa the man who being con- 


vinced of my miſſion, does with a 


humble and teachable mind conform 


himſelf to theſe eternal rules of piety 
and virtue, ſhall be protected un- 


der all the afflictions and trials of 
human life, and death itſelf mall be 


no more a the means to intro- 


duce him into an infinitely more 
durable and happy ſtste. 


26, 27 But the man who makes 
only an outward profeſſion of my 
religion, and joins not to the belief 
of my miſſion, a faithful obedience 
to my laws; he is like to a fooliſh 
builder, eee his houſe upon the 
ſand, which being eaſily moved, gives 


way with the firſt tempeſt of wind 


and rain, and the houſe is overthrown 
and carried away by the ſtorm. 80 
the mere outward profeſſor ſhall be 
expoſed in the day of trial here, and 


at the day of ' righteous judgment 


' ſhall be ſentenced to a more terrible 


punifhment than the reft of the 


world; fram which he ſhall never 


ee: 
0 u v. 


As light excelleth darkneſs, ſo is wiſdom more ex- 


celleat than folly 


ſhutting the vin broad day 


rounded with 


But what folly can compare with 
day, when the man is ſur- 


ogs and fands? Light indeed is come 


into/the world, Sd if we do not receive it, it is he- 
cauſe we love darkneks, and hate the light. | 

The Son of God is come, and hath given us an un- 
derfianding i in him who is true; and from him who is 
true, hath FROGS life and immortality to ſinful 3 
an 


1 


Seventh Chapter of MATTHEW. 55 


and this goodneſs of thy God hath reached thine cars; 
The wiſe builder, or the fooliſh, muſt be thy charac- 
ter, and thy lot will be accerdingly. Thou muſt ei- 
ther rejoice in thy work, or thyſelf and work muſt pe- 
riſh for ever; fot our Ged is a conſuming fire to the 
ungodly and Wiebg ss. 352 
Awake then, O my ſou), to righteouſneſs, and ſin 
no more. Phe night is far ſpent, and the day draws 
on apace; the important day, when every ma's work 
ſhall be expoſed naked and open. Apply 'thyfelf then 
to the laws of thy Lord, make them thy daily irfiploy- 
ment and ſtudy, and treaſure them up in thine heart, 
that thou mayſt produce the fruits of Tighteouftiefs ta 
eternal life. Think with thyſelf, ſhall the-only-begot- 
ten Son of God leave his glery to inſtruct me in the 
way of ſalvation, and give up his life en the aecurſed 
tree, that my. tranſgreſſions ſhould be blotted out, and 
hat I ſhould net ſee death; and fhalt F be fe - 
oft in folly, as obſtinately to reject ſuch a profuſion of 
mercy? If thou doſt, be it at thy peril, thy condem- 
nation is juſt. . : 
God ſo loved the world, that he ſent his only- be- 
gotten Son, that whoſoever believeth on him ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life; and ſhall I, as 
far as it is in my power, diſappoint the very goodneſs 
of God? No, fat better wotrld it be for thee, that a 
mill-ſtone was tied about thy neck, and that thou 
wert thrown into the midſt of the fea, than that thou 
ſhouldſt reduce thyſelf to ſach a condition, that mercy 
itſelf cannot ſave thee. | | 
Ariſe then to the work before thee, let thy danger 
alarm thee, and the reward excite thee. - 'Fhou haſt 
thy God and the Lamb to ſupport thee, the Holy Spi- 
rit to aſſiſt thee ; thy laſts only are thine enemies, 
thy irregular paſſions thine only foes. Fhe victory is 
thine, if deſpiſing the allurements of ſenſe, thou wilt 
fix but thine eye on the reward before thee. 
So on then in the might of thy God, lay thy 
foundation on the rock of ages, a fore hold for all 
- Who build on it; be 322 to both the 
RIES | > an 
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and terrors of this momentary life, and let the laws 
of God's Meſſiah be the rule of all thy actions; that 
when thou ſhalt have finiſhed this probational ſtate, 
thou mayſt be made a pillar in the houſe of thy God, 
and be found worthy to be conſtituted an inſtructor in 
truth and righteouſneſs to future worlds. N 


28 Andit came 28 Jeſus having finiſhed this im- 
to paſs when Jeſus portant body of laws, given for the 
had ended theſe obtaining life and immortality, the. 
ſayings, the peo- people were extremely ſurpriſed both 
ri his 8 at the excellency of his doCtrine, 
ed at nis doctrine. which reached the very hearts and 
cConſciences of his hearers, and the 
manner in which he delivered it. 

29 Forhetaught 29 For hevuttered it with great 
them as one hav- ſeriouſneſs and authority, as one who 
ing authority, and had received his miſſion immediately 
not as the Scribes. from heaven, and whereof he had 
jiuſt before given the moſt inconteſta- 

ble proofs. Whereas the diſcourſes 

they were uſed 'to hear from their 
4 were compoſed on trifling and 
 Impertinent ſubjects, chiefly found- 
ed on the authority of their Rabbi's, 
and only ſupported by their uncer- 
tain traditions. | Fo 


$/0:L:1 EL O-QUU:Y. 


Since, O my ſoul, thou haſt been ſo greatly favoured, 
as to be admitted to a full and impartial view of this 
glorious body of divine laws, every way adapted to our 
make, whoſe ſole tendency is to enoble the mind, to 
make the heart good, to purify the imagination, and 
make the very paſſions ſubſervient to religion and vir- 
tue; laws worthy to be exhibited by ſo tranſcendent + 
a perſon as the only-begotten Son of God : Since, 1 
ſay, thou haſt been ſo greatly favoured, think ſeriouſly 
with thyſelf both of the importance of them, and of 
SED”. | the 


Seventh Chapter of MATT HEW. 77 
the neceſſity of thy obedience. Think what a ſcene of 
glory and honour God is preparing for them who obey 
him; view with the moſt "grateful tranſport the kind 
proviſion he hath made by theſe wiſe and righteous pre- 
cepts for a fit ſet of inhabitants to poſſeſs that new hea- 
ven, and new earth, wherein only righteouſneſs, love, 
and peace are to dwell for ever; and diligently attend 
to that bleſſed diſpoſition, which alone can gain admiſ- 
ſion into the holy city, and give a right to enter into 

the paradiſe of God. | i | 
Then fay, O my ſoul, wilt thou embrace this ce- 
leſtial embaſſador, who has ſpoke as never man be- 
fore him ſpoke ? Wilt thou ſubmit to this divine legiſ- 
lator, whoſe laws will qualify thee to become a child 
of God, and fit thee for an eternal duration? 

It is by theſe moſt excellent precepts, that our na- 
tures are ſpiritualized, our perſons ſanctified, and body, 
ſoul and ſpirit fitted for the heavenly ſtate, A plan 
worthy its giver, and worthy to be introduced by 
the ſo long promiſed and wiſhed-for Meſſiah; the 
perſon moſt acceptable to God, and dear to him, 
who was uſhered into the world by predictions that 
filled up the ſpace of four thouſand years, introduced 
by angelic, meſſengers and divine inſpirations; to 
whom was given the ſpirit without meaſure, and who 
performed every ſupernatural action of goodneſs and 
mercy, who by a voice from the divine glory 
This is ny beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, hear 
ye him, is declared to be our great conductor to im- 
mortal glory and honour; and this is a univerſal call 
to the ſons of men to attend to him. | 
This is that gloriqus perſon, who by his own blood 
hath opened a way into the true holy of holies for the 
offending race of men; and has aſſured to.the patient 
continuer in well-doing, by his own moſt glorious 
reſurrection, and aſcenſion into heaven, a certain ad- 
mittance into it. 1 e 
This, O my ſoul, is the prince of peace, the Sa- 
viour of mankind, the perſon by whom alone God 
will ſhew mercy to a ſinful world, Hear thou me 
or , 
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Fer worthy is the Lamb who. was- ain to receive power, 
and riches, and wiſdum, and flrength, and - honour, and 


glory, and bleſſing ; therefore with every creature in hea- | 
art 


ven, and earth, and under the earth, join, O my 
and by a conſtant and uniform obedience loudly pro- 
claim bleſſing, and honour, and glory, and power to thy 
God, DD eek upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for 
ever and ever. Amen, Amen. fob? * 
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